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GLUING 


By Missionary Norman Lewis 
Casilla 650, Rosario, Argentina, S. A. 


HOM 


a thrill! 


“Man goeth to his long home.”—Eccl. 12:5. 
“In my father’s house are many mansions ...I go to pre- 
pare a place for you.’—John 14:2. 


On November 10. we begin our tenth*year in Argentina. 
But family talk now centers in “going home” to the U.S.A. 
Strange idea that, since five of our seven children have never 
been out of Argentina. Yet, of “going home” we talk. What 


g 


It is said that the best of vaca- 
tion is the day one returns home. 
These years spent in°* Argentina 
could hardly be considered a vaca- 


tion. But we are tremendously 


Missionary and Mrs. Norman Lewis with Peter, Philip, Daniel, Timothy, Ann, 
David, and Jonathan. All are enthusiastic about “going home.”’ 


stirred about “going home.” De- 
sires long dormant quicken into 
life. Pent-up emotions threaten a 


(Continued on page 9) 


J— A Thanksgiving ¢—_—<Aaae 


Sermon “A — ———_\ 


“Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, 
bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget 
not all his benefits: Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who 
healeth all thy diseases; Who redeemeth thy life from de- 


struction; who crowneth thee 


der mercies; Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; 
so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s.” 


The Pilgrim Fathers who had 


Evangelist John R. Rice 


——7 


with lovingkindness and ten- 


—Ps, 103 :1-5. 


come to America to make a home 
in the wilderness where they 
might have freedom to worship 
God according to the dictates of 
their conscience, had the first har- 
vest in 1621. So at Plymouth, 
Massachusetts, the little handful 
of devoted people, hewing homes 
out of the wilderness amid many 
perils, set apart a day for thanks- 
giving to God. And on that day 
they feasted and gave: thanks. 


~ President Lincoln ati eae the 


Christmas Gift OR 
' See page two. 


One of the Prize Winners in $1,600 “Sermons on Vital 


Putlic Jssues"” Contest 


Che Word » 


by Dr Merrill C. Tenney 


811 North Main Street, Wheaton, Illinois 


Ts che. ‘ble | 
[God 


“For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord...” 


«| Thess. 4:15. 


A serious problem confronted 
the new Christians of the city of 
Thessalonica. They had, only re- 
cently turned to the living God 
from their idolatry, and had just 
entered into the joy of a newly 
found faith. 


as they revelled in a new free- 
dom and shook off the shackles 
of their old fears and supersti- 
tions. Suddenly, however, death 
struck their little company, and 
took from them some of their 
friends, They began to wonder 
what would happen to those who 
had died, for they had expected 
the return of the Lord, and had 
not lived to see it. Would they 
miss the glory of being with the 
Lord and of witnessing His pres- 
ence? 


The problem demanded an an- 
swer, and they wrote to their 


Lffe to them seemed, 
very wonderful and very different 


evangelist and pastor, Paul, to 
find out what he would say.about 
it. They were sure that he would 
know, and that he would be able 
to remove their uncertainty. Evi- 
dently he took them seriously, for 
he did not merely offer an opin- 
ion, but he replied in an authori- 
tative tone, “For this we say unto 
you by the word of the Lord...” 


The writer of the foregoing 
words was a Jew who was steep- 


of his nation. He had been nur- 
tured on the writings of the pro- 
phets who had begun their minis- 
try with the consciousness that 
they were called by God and that 
they were filled with the divine 
message when they said, “The 
word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying ...” (Ezek. 6:1), or some 


(Continued on page 9) 


eer) 


_—_ 


ed in the culture and traditions : 


last Thursday of November, 1864, 
as Thanksgiving Day. Now. the 


Thanksgiving Day tradition is 
firmly established in America, and 
every person who has a grateful 
heart should devoutly thank God 
and take stock and count his 
blessings. | 

However, ‘Thanksgiving Day 


— 


should only be one day to make of- 
ficial and public the praise that 
should resound in our hearts and 
testimonies throughout the year. 
By divine inspiration, David wrote, 
“I will bless the Lord at all times: 
his praise shall continually be in 
my mouth”! (Ps. 34:1). Again he 
said, “And my tongue shall speak 
of thy righteousness and of thy 
praise all the day long ” (Ps. 35: 
28). 


In Psalm 71:22 to 24 David 
said: 

“T will also praise thee with the 
psaltry, even thy truth, O my God: 
unto thee will I sing with the harp, 


(Continued on page 4) 
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thou fear God, seeing 


23 :39-43. 


Y want to call your attention to 
the conversion of the thief on the 
cross. 

Two ladies came to see me this 
morning and said that I had 
brought them into . trouble’ by 
teaching that people’could be con- 
verted suddenly. I thought we 
had gotten that trouble all out 
of the way, that wé had proved 
from Scripture that conversion 
is instantaneous; but I find there 
are a good many still in dark- 
ness, so I want to give you this 
example to show that conversion 
is instantaneous. 

It gives us all a great deal of 
hope and comfort that Jesus, just 
before He went back to Heaven, 
saved such a man at all. He was 
a thief and the very worst kind 


of thief, or else they wouldn’t have 


punished him by crucifixion; yet 
Christ not only saves him from 
his sins, but takes him up with 
Him when He goes to Glory. Ah, 
my friends, if Jesus isn’t-ashamed 
of such a man, surely no ‘sinner 
need to feel that he is left out. 

It is a blessed fact that all 
kinds of men and women = are 
represented among the converts 


Dean Merrill C. Tenney 


in the Gospels, and almost all of 


“And one of the malefactors which were 
hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be 
Christ, save thyself and us. But the other 
answering rebuked him, 


saying, Dost not 
thou art in the same 


condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we 
receive the due reward of our deeds: but this 
man hath done nothing amiss. And he said 
unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom. 
unto him, Verily I say unto thee, to day 
shalt thou be with me in paradise.’’—Luke 


And Jesus said 


——7_7 


—— 


them were converted suddenly. 
Very many people object to suds 
den conversions; 
read in the Acts of the Apostles 
of eight thousand people converted 
in two days. That seems to me 
rather quick work. If all the 


(Continued on page 11) 
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iF . by the late 


How Nature Clothes Her 


Children 


In our last session we were 
thinking of some of the curious 
examples of compensation seen in 
animals. That is, 
seem to lack parts which in our 
©pinion, might be absolutely neces- 
S ary if they are to carry on with 
a 1y degree of comfort or success. 
In all these instances, we have 
ciscovered that they have been 
given compensatory parts or oOr- 
ans, which operate quite satis- 


“\ factorily in the absence of those 


parts found in other animals. In 
other words, the Creator is able to 


“pring about the same desired re- 


sult in many different ways. 


Covering 

“Think for a moment of the 
covering of different animals. This 
covering varies greatly, but is 
always suited to each animal, and 
wmeets its special need perfectly. 
There are bristles, hair, wool, fur, 
feathers, quills, prickles, and 


scales. If we had the power to; 


change this covering, in individual 
instances, it would always be for 


the worse. It may be stated here, 


that these various coverings in 
many cases serve as armor as well 
as clothing, for protection as well 
as for warmth. 


_Man is the only mammal that 
“is. naked, and the only one that 


has the power. to clothe himself., 


Thus he is able to live in all 
climates, and at all seasons, be- 
cause he can adapt his covering 
to the temperature requirements. 
if we were born with a thick coat 
of: fleece, it would be a souree of 
comfort in cold climates, and a 
great saving of clothing, but how 
oppressive would be its heat and 
weight In warmer regions. 

So, what art has done for man, 
Wature has done for animals ~ 
capable of art. Their clothing, 
its own accord, changes with a 
necessity of the season. Animals 
with a covering of fur do not have 
to plan change of raiment. When 
winter approaches, the fur grows 
much thicker; and when spring re- 
turns, the weight of the fur is 
diminished. 

It is interesting to note that 
bears, wolves, foxes, hares, and the 
like, that do not take to the water, 
‘have their fur much thicker on the 
back than underneath; whereas 
animals like the beaver, have a 
much thicker coat in the abdomin- 
al region than on the back. 

‘The covering of birds must not 
escape our observation. There are 
so many interesting features here 


i Aythar J Brown MD. 
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some animals feathers. all 


| glass, 


—its lightness, its smoothness, its 
warmth, the disposition of the 
inclined backward, 
the downy covering of the stem, 
the overlapping of their tips, their 
different arrangement in different 
parts, the variety of-colors. All this 
constitutes a vestment for the 
body of the bird, so beautiful and 
perfect that we can imagine noth- 
ing to equal it. 48 

And, by the way, every feather 
is a mechanical wonder—the quill, 
strong, and light, and hollow, tap- 
ering to a fine point with a geo- 
metrical precision accurate to the 
millionth part of an inch. It is 
tough, light, pliant, elastic—ex- 
actly what is needed. The barbs 
and barbules on the sides of the 
quill are remarkable structures. 
We all know that when these tiny 
barbules are pulled apart, they 
resist our efforts. slightly; and 
when we remove our fingers, they 
snap back to their original posi- 
tion. Examined with a magnifying 
you will find that these 
parts of the feather have been 
equipped with infinitely small 
locks—thousands of them, the 
parts fitting into one another with 
a beautiful precision which baffles 
description. On a large feather, it 
has been pointed out that there 


are more than a million of these 


perfect locks. 


To small birds, the Creator gave 
a bed of soft down, next to their 
bodies. This down retains air, a 
bad conductor of heat, and so they 
are kept warm. 


| Mouths 
A study of the mouths of var- 


}ious animals reveals some strange 


devices. The mouth is used to re- 
ceive food, to catch prey, to pick 
up seeds, to crop herbs, to extract 
juices, to suck liquids, to break 
and grind food, to taste it, and 
aiso is intended to assist in res- 
piration and the utterance of 
sound. These various offiees in dif- 
ferent species are performed in 
different ways or with a variation 
in structure which is amazing. 
Because we have hands to con- 
vey food to the mouth, our mouth 
is flat, and designed only for re- 
ception; whereas the dog, for in- 
Stance, has projecting jaws and 
pointed teeth which enable him 
to apply his mouth to snatch and 
seize the objects of his pursuit. 
The ox, the deer, the horse, and 
sheep need to browse upon their 
pasture. Accordingly, they have 
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full lips, rough tongue, a corrugat- 
ed, cartilaginous palate, and broad 
cutting teeth, so, where the grass 
is long, they gather large mouth- 
fuls at once, and where the grass 
is short, they can bite close. 
Have you noticed the retiring 
under-jaw of the pig, which works 
in the ground-after the protrud- 
ing snout, like a prong or plough- 
share, has made itS way to the 
roots upon which it feeds? 


In birds, the mouth assumes a 
new character, both in substance 
and form, wonderfully well adapt- 
ed to the wants and uses of their 


mode of existence. No longer do 


we see fleshy lips, or teeth of 
enamel and dentine. Instead, we 
see a hard substance cut 
proper shapes, and mechanically 
suited to the needed actions—the 
bill. 


The sparrow’s bill, with its shake 
edge and tempered point, enables 
it} to pick up every kind of seed 
it wants. With it, the sparrow 
hulls the grain, breaks and shat- 
ters the coats of the seed, to get 
at the kernel. The hooked beak of 
the hawk separates the flesh from 
the bones of the animal upon 
which it feeds»with the cleanness 
of precision of a dissector’s knife. 
The spoonbill of the goose makes 
it easy to collect food from the 
bottom of pools among the soft or 
liquid substances mixed with it. 
The snipe and the woodcock have 
long tapering bills which can pen- 
etrate deep into the moist earth 
where the food is lodged. It is 
exactly the instrument needed. 
They need length rather’ than 
strength which conforms also to 
the slender neck, and are provided 
with a perfect tool. 

Some birds live by suction, and 
have what are known as serrated 
bills, the inside of. which, toward 
the edge, are thickly set with rows 
of short, strong, > sharp-pointed 
prickles. These are not for the 
purpose of mastication, like the 
teeth of mammals; nor yet are 
they as in fish, for seizing and 
retaining their prey. They have 
an entirely different use. They 
form a filter. 

The duck, for instance, pene- 
trates the puddle of mud or what- 
ever mixture is likely to contain its 
food. By suction it draws the liquid 
or semi-liquid substances through 
the narrow gaps lying between 
these prickles, which we might call 
teeth, for want of a better name. 
As the stream passes across its 
beak, it separates what it wants 
and discharges the rest. What 
more could the duck want than 
this natural filter? 

Eferything about the animal 
mouth is mechanical. The teeth of 
fish have their points’ turning 
back; the teeth of lobsters work 
one against another, like the sides 
of a pair of shears. In many in- 
sects, the. mouth is converted into 
a pump or sucker, fitted at one 
end with a gimlet arrangement, 
sometimes with a forceps, so they 
are able to bore through and ex- 
tract the juices on which they live. 

Whether it be lips or teeth, or 
bill or beak, or shears or pump, it 
is always the same part, changed 
to suit the special animal. Under 
all the variations in construction, 
the organs of taste and smell are 
situated near each other. If the 
odor is offensive, we humans will 
not taste—or will we? What about 
limburger cheese? Odors’ which 


are repellent to humans are often 


very much liked by animals. 

In quadrupeds, the absence. of 
certain teeth is usually accompan- 
ied by the faculty of rumination, 
where the food is swallowed, and 


then returnéd to the mouth to 


he chewed over again, and swal- 
lowed again while the digestion is 
completed in another compartment 


of the stomach. The sheep, deer 
and ox-tribe are without front 


teeth in the upper jaw, and so they 
ruminate. 


Birds have no teeth with which 
to grind their food, but are fur- 
nished with the gizzard, the inner 


coat of which is fitted with hard, 


rough plaits or folds. By powerful 
rubbing against one another, they 
break and grind the hard food sub- 
stances, making it easy then for 


Every feather is a mechanical acaec, 


into 
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By Viola Walden, 
Secretary to Dr. Rice 


Christmas comes at just the 
right time this year! 

By that I mean that the great 
plans we have made for THE 
SworD OF THE LorD, the wonder- 
ful features ‘which will be coming 
up beginning ifr January, and the 
special prices available now, make 
THe SworD OF THE LORD an ideale 
Christmas present. 

Just look at. these wonderful 
subscription prices. 

The regular subscription price: to 
THE SworpD OF THE LorD is $2.50 
per year in the United States and 
to men in the armed services, or 


the gastric secretion to. digest 
them. Without this unique grind-’ 
ing-machine inside its body, all 
the common fowls, such as tur- 
keys, ducks, geese, pigeons, etc., 
would have starved to death, even 
though. surrounded and filled with 
unbroken grain kernels. A bill and 
a gizzard go together, and a giz- 
zard is never found where there 
are teeth. A gizzard is not found 
in birds of prey, because their 
food does not require grinding in 
a mill. 


Mobility 

Some animals have no feet. How 
is this lack compensated for? 
Snakes can move rapidly because 
of the way the muscles and tissues 
of the trunk are constructed. Their 
rapid zigzag movement is made 
‘possible by the arrangement of 
their scaly covering, and the won- 
derful-mobility of their ball-and- 
socket jointed vertebrae and ribs. 

The lowly earthworm has a 
body made up of a series of rings 
and moves with a curious undula- 
tory motion, aided by prickly hairs 
on the surface of its body, which 
this animal can pull in close to 
itself of thrust out and lay hold 
on the rough surface over which 
it. creeps, this strange muscular 
action working admirably to make 
possible this method of locomo- 
tion. 


There is no end to observations 
like these. I have brought them to 
your attention in order that you 
may catch a glimpse of Omnis- 
cience. Do you not see some of 
God’s wisdom and power in all 
these astonishing adaptations at 
which we have looked? And, par- 
ticularly are you not struck with 
the infinite thoughtfulness of the 
Creator? Everything that animals 
need is in their possession when 
they come into existence, contriv- 
ances which exactly fit the needs 
of each specimen. 

Is it to be wondered at when 
the Psalmist exclaims in Psalm 31: 
19: “Oh, how great is Thy good- 
ness which Thou hast laid up for 
them that fear Thee; which Thou 
hast wrought for- them that trust 
in Thee before the-sons of men.” 

Here is the goodness of God pre- 
pared and kept in store, or “laid 
up,” as the Psalmist puts it, for a 
certain. group—‘“them that fear 
Thee,’ and also for them that 
manifest their faith in God “before 
the sons,of men.” 

A faith, which is ashamed to 
e&press itself vocally before men, 
is not acceptable to God, He de- 
Sires that we offer our worship 
and praise in the presence of 
those who may be inclined to smile 
superciliously at our simple trust 
in God. We are daily recipients of 
His bounty. Why not thank Him? 
Do you think it childish’ and 
fanatical to pause a moment at 
meals and express thanks for the 
food provided? When we realize 
our complete dependence on God 
for everything we enjoy, we shall 
be glad to express our thanks. We 
are courteous to our friends—but 
to God how different is the atti- 
tude of many otherwise gracious 
people. Will you think it over?. We 
have a wonderful Saviour! Do you 
know Him? 


(This book is now out of print. We are 
sorry we cannot fill orders for it.) 
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$3 per year in Canada and foreign 
countries. 


But now you may have 3 ones 
year subscriptions for $5, in the 
United States. 

You may have 25 or more one- 
year subscriptions at $1.50 per 
year. That is a marvelous price 
for this big twelve-page Christian 
magazine coming 52 times a year! 

If a church, or some reliable in- 
dividual, sets out to send THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD for a year to 
every resident family of the church 
membership, then these subscrip- 
tions may be paid for at the rate 
of 12%2c per month per subscrip- 
tion. That means that THE SworpD 
OF THE LORD can be sent to 100 
families for only $12.50 per month. 

The above prices are good for 
both new and renewal subscrip- 
tions. Be sure to mark every re- 
newal subscription so it can be 
added on to the present expira- 
tion date. 

Please remember that Canadian 
and foreign subscriptions require 
0c more per year to be added on 
to the above rates. 

I feel that THE SwWoRD OF THE 
LORD is an ideal gift. It is the 
world’s foremost revival weekly. 
We believe that it goes to more 
foreign countries, reaches more 
ministers of the Gospel, publishes 
more great sermons, reports more 
large revival campaigns, has more 
Bible teaching on revival, soul 
winning, the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and mass evangelism than 
any other Christian magazine -in 
thé world. 


I have just finished paying for 


150 subscriptions. That shows how 
much I am impressed with THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD as a gift. 

It is a wonderful gift in that it 
comes in a fresh installment with 
every weekly issue, 

It is an especially good gift for 
Christians in that it exalts Christ, 
leads sinners to be saved, stirs the 
hearts of Christians for holy living 
and soul winning. 

This magazine makes a fine 
Christmas gift for those who do 
not have a great deal of money. 
You may send subscriptions for 
only $1.50 for each one-year sub- 
scription if you send in 25 or more; 
or for only $1.66 2/3c each if you 
send subscriptions in lots of three. 

Another reason I like it is that 
I can sit down and write out 
names and addresses and pay for 
the subscription without hurried 
and frantie shopping to try to find 
something suitable. All too often 
I find that what I buy was not 
really needed, or that it was soon 
lost or broken. How convenient, 
how inexpensive, how welcome is 
this Christ-honoring gift of THE 
SWORD OF THE LorpD! 


Let Us Act Like Real Chris- 
tians at Christmastime 


I am determined that at Christ- 
mastime I will glorify the Lord 


Jesus. Isn’t it a pity for Christ- 


mas to be all taken up with com- 
mercial and worldly things,~ and 
such little thought given to Jesus 
Christ and the Gospel, and saving 
souls? Well, to give THE Sworp 
OF THE LorD will be honoring Jesus 
Christ at Christmastime, as well 
as pleasing others and making it 
convenient for yourself. 


We Send a Lovely Christmas 
Card Free 


Yes, we will send a nice two- 


color Christmas greeting card an- . 


nouncing that THE SworD OF THE 
LORD comes as a special Christmas 
gift from you. This is a free serv- 
ice to all who send Christmas gift 
subscriptions. to THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp. Just say plainly that you 
want us to send a card or that 
the subscription is a Christmas gift, 
and we will send a card announc- 
ing that this thoughtful Christian 


(Continued on page 8) 
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~ Have 1 Done 


to Do? 


By Grace Rice MacMullen 


Everything | 


conscientious person stop and 


the wise person who makes it a practice of asking this ques- 
tion of himself. By checking ourselves, we avoid the cry of 
despair, “If only I had done more! If only I’d done what I 


should have done.” 


Christmastime is coming, and 
a new year after that. Christmas 
Eve will be full of last-minute 
preparations, final plans, and one 
more check to see that everything 
has been done. By beginning now, 
you can make it possible to answer 
gladly then, “Yes, everything’s 
done!”’ 

For the Christian, these are 
words of great importance, for the 
word “ought” is a powerful one to 
those who love the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We must constantly ask 
ourselves this question: “Have I 
done everything I ought to do 
about witnessing to my neighbors? 
Have I done all I should do to 
help my preacher, to support the 
work of my,-church? Have I done 
all I can to help get the Gospel 
out?” 

Maybe you have don# all you 
can-do and ought to do. Most of us 
will have to answer, “No, I 
haven't. I can do more; I must do 
more, and by God’s grace I will 
do more for God than I have be- 
fore.” 

One way of fulfilling these 
duties of a Christian is to send 
subscriptions to THE SworpD OF 
THE LORD. Now is a good time to 
do it, because. it’s getting close 
to Christmas, the time of giving 
gifts. Many a person who might 
never read a Gospel paper other- 
wise would accept it from you as a 
Christmas gift, read it, and find 
blessing in it. You will be giving 
gifts to loved ones anyway; why 
not give THE SworpD OF THE LORD? 

We're offering some _§ special 
rates to make THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD especially attractive as a 
Christmas gift. During the next 
few weeks you may get subscrip- 
tions at these rates: 

One 1-year subscription at regu- 
lar rates, $2.50 per year. 


Three 1-year subscriptions, $5.00. 

Twenty-five or more subscrip- 
tions at special rate, $1.50 per 
year. (Add 50c per year for each 
Canadian or foreign subscription.) 

Make up your list now and take 
advantage of these special rates. 
Then when Christmas comes, you 
can answer that question easily, 
“Yes, I’ve done what I ought to 
do!” 


“Special Plan for Churches 


One more special offer you 
should think about is for sub- 
scriptions for those in your church. 
We are particularly anxious to 
have many complete church mem- 
berships receive THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD. We want to do this even 
at some sacrifice and financial 


That’s a question that requires a thoughtful answer, 
doesn’t it? “Have I done everything I ought to do?” Going 
out the door, you stop and think, “Have I done-everything? 
Have I forgotten something?’ That’s £ sentence to make a 


make a mental check-up. It’s 


For LIFETIME Use 


re 


FAUSSET’S: 
i BIBLE 
sims Encyclopedia 


Dictionary 


For every student, preach- 
er, Sunday school teacher 
and Christian worker—a 
necessary tool. N 
lete Bible Gictionary and ency- 
in ONE lar lume. Critical, 


Says Moody Monthly 
Says Dr. Wilbur M. Smith 


At all religious bookstores or 


PUBLISHING 
- HOUSE 


loss. If subscriptions are sent to 
the resident families of the church 
membership, either by one person 
or by individual subscriptions, you 
may use our church plan and get 
the subscriptions for $1.50 per sub- 
scription per year. (You may pay 
for such subscriptions monthly, if 
you wish, at $12.50 per month for 
100 copies, 12%c per month per 
subscription). This would be an 
excallent way for giving Christmas 
gifts to a whole church, and pas- 
tors will find they reap additional 
benefits in a more spiritual, evan- 
gelistically-minded church. Or the 
matter may be cared for. more 
easily by placing subscriptions to 
THE SWORD OF THE LorD in the 
church budget. 


We'll Send Christmas Cards! 


We'll announce your gift sub- 
scriptions to THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp, if you like, by sending a 
special Christmas card describing 
your gift. But we must have your 


instructions right away in order 
to notify your friends’ before 
Christmas. We'll send the cards 


immediately, and start subscrip- 
tions at the earliest possible mo- 
ment. It’s a grand way to take 
care of Christmas gifts to an en- 
tire Sunday School class, too! 


Don’t Miss Blessings Through 
Carelessness! 


Take care of the matter now, 
so that you won’t have regrets 
later! If you do what you ought 
to do now, you.can enjoy Christ- 
mas and look forward to a year of 
blessing through THE Sworp oF 
THE Lorp for your friends. Make 
sure you don’t say, on Christmas 
Eve, “Oh, I wish I had sent sub- 
scriptions!’ Or much later, say, 
“IT should have sent him THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD—and I didn’t!” 
Do it quickly, won’t you? 


I wonder, have I given my best to 
Jesus? 
Who died upon the cruel tree? 
To think of His great sacrifice at 
Calvary 
I know my Lord expects the best 
of me. 


The hours that I have wasted are 
so many, 
The hours I’ve spent for Christ, 
so few. 
Because.of all my lack of love for 
Jesus, ™ 
I wonder if His heart is break- 
ing, too? 


I wonder, have I cared enough for 
others, 
Or have I let them die alone? 
I might have helped a wanderer 
to the Saviour; 
The seed of precious Life I 
might have sown. : 
How many are the lost that I have 
lifted? 
How many are the chained I’ve 
helped to free? 
I wonder, have_I done my best 
for Jesus, 
When He has done so much for 
me? 


WHEN YOU CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS 


Please report both new and old ad- 
dresses directly to THE Sworp oF 


THE Lorp, five weeks before the 
change is to take effect. Copies that 
we address to your old address will 
not be delivered by the Post Office 
unless you pay them extra postage. 
Avoid this unnecessary expense by 
notifying us five weeks in advance, 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Subscription Dept. 
214 W. Wesley, Wheaton, Til. 


GRACE 


} 


—— | 
By Grace Rice MacMullen 


This summer Allan and I joined 
my sister and her husband, Libby 
and Walt Handford, for a vacation 
in the woods of Wisconsin. We 
spent a week in a cabin on a lake 
near Cumberland, Wisconsin. It 
was a wonderful time of rest and 
relaxation, reading the Bible and 
praying, fishing and rowing and 
eating! On Sunday morning we 
drove over to a nearby town to 
go to church, after finding the 
pastor was a subscriber to THE 
SWORD OF THE Lorp. After asking 
directions a couple of times we 
found the church, and as we drove 
toward it the sound of a hymn 
came floating out to meet us. We 
felt right at home! We ‘felt at 
home 
service, too, even though the pas- 
tor was away on vacation. 


Later I thought about that 
music going out all over the town, 
and what a grand thing it is for 
any church to provide amplified 
music. In this case they had the 
Hammond organ wired so it was 
amplified from the church tower, 
and it really blanketed that part 
of town with sound! One excuse 
the nearby church members could 
never use for missing ja service 


one of the ladies, rushing around 


school and the roast in the oven, 
saying, ‘Oh, my—Ann’s playing 
her third song; I’ll have to leave 
now or I'll be late!” And I can 


in Jesus,” finding his mind goes 
back to his boyhood and the sound 
of his mother’s voice singing the 
faith in her heart. I know it was 
a welcoming sound for a stranger 
in town! 

Some churches have expensive 
carillons to send out the sound; 
others have a special organ speak- 
er mounted in the.tower. But many 
others who cannot afford these 
things still have a strong testi- 
mony because they can use am- 
plified recorded music. And really, 
blessing can come from either! It’s 
good to use such music at other 
times than on Sunday, too. Here in 
Wheaton one church broadcasts 
a short chimed concert of hymns 
every evening at 6:00. It’s a 
blessed reminder to think of the 
dear Lord, to praise Him, to pray, 
when those hymn: melodies come 
floating in the windows at 6:00. 

These days you can get hymn 
recordings performed on orgaf, 
vibraharp and Celestial harp on 
magnetic tape. That means that 
any church owning a tape recorder 
can have this kind of ministry, too. 
And with record changers and 
electric clock-timers to start the 
machine, it’s possible now to have 
a prompt, well-timed concert even 
though an operator for the record 
player must be away! 

Naw, in these few weeks before 
Christmas, is a good time to in- 
vestigate this field of music and 
equipment. It would add a really 
festive air to your Christmas 
decorations this year, and to your 
Christmas program. 


Maybe I should tell you about 
a good source for such chime, 
vibraharp and organ records—the 
Morrison Recording Laboratories. 
They have a long list of avail- 
able hymns, including the old fav- 
orites and some newer evangelistic 
songs. The recordings are of the 
finest quality, free of surface 
noise and scratches, and the music 
is performed with beautiful artis- 
try. They also have the new re- 
cordings to be played on tape re- 
corders. Write for more informa- 
tion, if you’re interested, and I'll 
gladly pass your request on to 
Mrs. Morrison. I know you'll be 
happy with the records; we have 
enjoyed listening to, ‘“‘We Gather 
Together to Ask the Lorda’s Bless- 
ing,’ and another’ which has 
“Bless This House’? and Humper- 
dinck’s “Evening Prayer.” Of 
course any good records can be 
used, but these are especially 
designed for that purpose. 


in the warm, evangelistic]. 


was: “I overslept!” I can imagine }» 


to get the children off to Sunday }; 


imagine a n¥an who never goes to}. 
church, that one or any other, as}! BS 
he hears ‘“‘What a Friend We Have || #24 


On my arrival home from ser- 
vices I found on my desk a very 
interesting letter from a graduate 
of Bob Jones University, from 
which I am quoting a paragraph: 
“This morning in my devotions 
I decided to make a list of my 


Bible Land Tour 
Planned tor 1933 


Dr. George A. E. Salstrand 


A unique thirty-five day tour 
by air combining a visit to the 
Baptist World Alliance in London 
with a tour of Bible lands will be 
directed by Dr. George A. E. 
Salstrand of Temple Schools in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, July 15 
through August 18, 1955. 


Anyone desiring a folder of this 
tour which visits the historic spots 
of Europe and the Middle East, 
spending a week in and around 
Jerusalem, and then coming to a 
five-day glorious climax amid the 
matchless beauties of Switzer- 
land where Reformation history 
was made, may secure the same 
by writing Dr. George A. E. Sal- 
strand, Tennessee Temple Schools, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


from your church is an amplifying 
system plus a record player or a 
tape recorder. This is such a 
simple and satisfactory way of do- 
ing it that I am surprised many 
other churches don’t utilize it. It 
is inexpensive and flexible and easy 
to maintain. It enables you to use 
an enormous variety of music by 
any number of artists, and to catch 
the attention of people at many 
levels of musical interest and edu- 
cation. Most churches should have 
a public address system, anyway, 
and this is just one more way to 
make use of it. A lively program 
of recorded music just before the 
Sunday evening service will really 
catch interest and can impfove 
the crowd, too. Just try it! 

Of course there is nothing nicer 
than carillonic bells, and if you're 
considering this kind of program 
for your church, by all means in- 
vestigate this field. A carillon is 
a set of fixed, tuned bells (or tone 
rods ) which may be played either 
manually or automatically. They 
may actually be played by hand; 
but usually are played from a key- 
board, now, or from the console 
of an organ. The sound is amplified 
electronically, but retains the 
sweet ringing quality of cast bells. 
Sometimes a carillon is given to 
a church in memory of a loved 
one, and what a living memorial 
it is that provides beautiful music 
for a whole church neighborhood! 

There are several companies 
which produce carillons, each with 
its own particular features. You 
have probably seen the advertise- 
ments of the Shulmerich Carillons 
in THE SWORD OF THE LorD from 
time to time; they are fine people 


All it takes to broadcast music 


many blessings. I began. the lis 

with ‘salvation’ and from there 
continued with many recent spiri- 
tual experiences. Before I got very 
far I noticed something unusual 
about my catalog of blessings. 
Then around most of the blessings 
~—assurance, call to ministry, zeal 
for souls, know-how to win souls, 
philosophy of life, my wife, ete-—— 
I put a bracket, and to the right” 
I wrote these words: ‘Received at 
Bob Jones University.’ I then de- 
cided-to write you and thank you 
for our school, Bob Jones Univer- 
sity, and what it has meant and 
done for me.” : 


The Lord has been wonderful, 
to me. I am dictating this letter, 
on October 30, 1954, which is my, 
fist birthday. God has been good, 
to me. He has spared my life to, 
see Bob Jones University grow and» 
prosper under divine guidance. He. 
has paralyzed every hand eyer 
lifted against the school. He has 
vindicated the spiritual emphasis 
of the university in the evangelis- 
tic field, in the schoolroonf, in 
other Christian schools where our 
graduates are doing faithful work, 
and in a great many other fields. ’ 
When we started this school 28 
years ago, we thought we were’ 
doing right. Now we know we 
were right. God had a purpose in 
bringing into existence Bob Jones’ 
University. The university has no- 
entangling alliance. It is operated 
in an independent sort of way 
because that was necessary for the 
school to do the work that God 


4. \called it to do. We wish to thank 


all of you Christian people for’ 
your prayers. We thank you for’ 
your co-operation in turning the 
right kind of students to Bob 
Jones University. We thank you 
for your financial support. Remem- 
ber, we are appealing to you now’ 
to support Bob Jones University 
financially. All the money we re- 
ceive, unless it is definitely ear-’ 
marked for some other purpose, is 
divided three ways now. We use 
one-third as a missionary fund 
for the spread of the Gospel to the: 
ends of the earth; one-third is 
put into the Student Loan -En- 
dowment Fund to help pay the 
expenses of students who are not 
able to pay their own way; and 
one-third is put into the building 
fund to build dormitories in the 
future to provide adequate room 
for our students. , 

All of you who read this can 
have a part in the work, and what-' 
ever you do will be greatly dp-' 
preciated and will be used care-? 
fully and prayerfully so as to do 
the most good possible. for the 
most people possible. Keep pray- 
ing for us, and please invest some 
of the Lord’s money in the work 
of the institution. The Lord bless 
you. 

BOB JONES, FOUNDER 

BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 

GREENVILLE, S. C. 

(Advertisement ) 


Another type is made by J. C. 
Deagan, Ince., with a patented 
feature which leaves’ out the 
sometimes discordant third, 
Still another company is the 
Maas Organ Company on the 
West Coast. If you are consider- 
ing this type of installation, write 
to me and I will ask all three 
companies to send you information: 

And if there should be somé- 
one (surely not a reader of THB 
Sworp OF THE LorD!) who is - 
awakened some Sunday mornipg; 
unwillingly, by the sound of chimes 
from the church playing, “Stand 
Up, Stand Up for Jesus,” let him 
ponder these revised words to that 
hymn: 

Get up, get wp for Jesus, B 

Ye soldiers of the cross; ; 


oe 
. %, 


A Lazy Sunday morning 
Means CERTAIN harm and less. 


aes ; 
If Christians on a weekday _, 
Begin their work at seven, + 
iy 


They surely could on Sunday. 


with a good line of instruments. 


wf 


Start worshipping at eleven! > 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, November 19, 1954 


Sword of the Lord EVANGEL- 
IST LLOYD BARDOWELL re- 
cently led a good revival meeting 
with Rev. Truman Reeves and his 
church at Tunkhannock, Pennsyl- 
vania. Brother Reeves reported to 


- the editor, ‘‘The Lord blessed with 


20 decisions for Christ, 50 rededi- 
cations and 5 decisions made in the 


home visitation program. We had 


13 express their desire to unite 


" with the church.” 


The pastor praised Evangelist 


. Bardowell for his faithfulness to 
. the Word and his dynamic preach- 


ing, but was especially impressed 
with his passion for the lost. 
oh *K * 

EVANGELIST JACK YOST of 
R.D. No. 2, Berwick, Pennsylvania, 
recently conducted a one-week re- 
vival at the Valley of Achor Bap- 
tist Church at Negley, Ohio. The 
pastor, Rev. Bill Koltovich, writes 
that 8 souls professed Christ as 
Saviour and 3 rededicated their 
hearts and lives to the Lord. 


* * 


Rev. Theodore Maitland writes 
to tell us of the blessing Sword 
of the Lord EVANGELIST EDDIE 
WAGNER was during a meeting 
at the West Lenox Baptist Church 
near Kingsley, Pennsylvania. Dur- 
ing the one week there were 12 
young people who accepted Christ 
as Saviour, 45 Christians who re- 
dedicated their lives to Christ, 
98 decisions by Christians to for- 
sake some known sin, and 16 who 
covenanted with God to tithe. The 


Bs 


* pastor praised Evangelist Wagner 


for his fearless preaching. 


Brother Wagner has just com- 
pleted a revival campaign with the 
First Conservative Baptist Church 
of Evansville, Indiana. During the 


. revival, there were 13 conversions, 


35 rededications and 75 to begin 
family altars. Rev. Dale Klint is 
pastor of this growing church. 
Pastors who are interested in 
the ministry of Evangelist Wagner 
can write directly to him at his 


home address which is: 


4 


3. 


7 Quillen Avenue, 
North Little Rock,. 
Arkansas. 


Or you may write Evangelist Bill 
Rice, Director, Sword Staff of 
Evangelists, 214 West Wesley, 
Wheaton, Illinois. 


* * * 


Great crowds repeatedly filled 


: St. John’s Presbyterian Church in 


4 
t 
j 


i 
; 
t 
4 
' 
i 


Wellington, New Zealand, in a re- 


+ vival with EVANGELIST PAUL 


B. SMITH (100 Bloor East, Tor- 
onto) and Soloist Johnny Ambrose. 
The last Sunday of the campaign 


; 3,000 people filled the Town Hall 
+ twice with at least 200 coming 
| forward to trust Christ for the 
: first time, in the final service. The 
' complete results of the meeting 


‘ are not given, but in one service 
i 


more than 200 young people came 


| forward and laid their lives on the 
; altar for the. foreign field and al- 
'' ready $3,000 has been raised for 
i foreign missionary work as a 
+ result of the campaign. The Smith- 


¢: 
| 
es Mrs. H. H. Spencer, made history 


-_in Atlanta, 
_closed a great tent revival recent- 


Ae oe 


ee ae i- 


Ambrose team plan to return to 
New Zealand soon for’ three 
months of city-wide meetings in 
Auckland, Christchurch and Well- 
ington. 

* 


* * 


Methodist EVANGELIST G. P. 
COMER (P. O. Box 5889, Dallas 
22, Texas) and his party, Rev. and 


Texas, where they 


ly. It was Atlanta’s first four- 
week revival in. eighty years! 


Large crowds were in attendance 
nightly and a daily broadcast over 


SAVINGS for the SAVED 


Plus unique way for giving toward the 
Lord’s work 


Presto steam iron, postpaid __$15.50 


Newest Model ‘55” Schick 
“Custom” electric shaver, 
postpaid $18.75 


All Merchandise New and First Quality. 
Money refunded if not entirely satisfied. 
Write for explanatory literature plus 
list of many items. 


THE CHRISTIAN MAIL ORDER FELLOWSHIP 
316 Fairview Avenue 
Fairview, New Jersey 


(Owned and operated by born-again 
Christians) 


Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


By the Editor 


'KALT was heard direct from the 
1,000 seat tent. 


The evangelist reports, ‘There 
were a large number of conver- 
sions and reclamations with people 
joining the various churches and 
many erecting family altars and 
over three thousand chapters read 
in the Bible.” 


The team is now in Texarkana, 
Texas, after which they will go 
to Waco, Texas, where Evangelist 
Comer was pastor of the First 
Methodist Church for over ten 
years. He asks the prayers _ of 


THE SworpD readers. 


* %* * 


EVANGELIST HOWARD B. 
SMITH of 11620 Ranchito St., El 
Monte, California, in a letter to 
the editor reports on meetings 
held the past few months. In re- 
vivals at the First Baptist Church, 
Baldwin Park, California; the Car- 
mel Baptist Church, Baldwin Park, 
California; the First’ Baptist 
Church, Nogales, Arizona; and the 
Elsinore Baptist Church in Phoe- 
nix, Arizona, there were 62 con- 
versions, 11 additions by letter, 122 
rededications, 12 family altars es- 
tablished and 2 surrendering for 
full-time Christian service. 

* ok * 

Sword of they Lord EVANGEL- 
IST KENNETH CHAPMAN has 
just conducted a revival campaign 
with the First Baptist Church of 
Savage, Maryland. This was a 
one-week meeting and during this 
time there were 11 first-time con- 
versions. Evangelist Chapman 
stopped by Washington, D. C., 
Monday, October 4, for a one-night 
service in the Boulevard Heights 
Baptist Church, and then flew to 
his: home on the Bill Rice Ranch 
the following day. 

* * * 

Sword of the Lord EVANGEL- 
IST J. OSCAR WELLS has just 
conducted a revival campaign with 
the First Baptist Church of Clin- 
ton, Massachusetts. Rev. Philip C. 
Hughey, Jr., is the pastor of this 
good work. Brother Hughey writes 
Director Bill Rice as follows: 

“For the first time in over 
thirteen years, revival meetings 
were held in the church. It was 
the first time that God has moved 
in a mighty way, by His Holy 
Spirit, breaking down the cold 
conservatism of New England, and 
hearts were surely melted before 
Him. During the cottage prayer 
meetings, one man gave his heart 
to Christ and publicly confessed 
Him as Saviour and Lord. And 
from that break on, God has been 
pouring out blessings upon bless- 
ings... We saw 56 make a first 
decision for Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Saviour, more than 60 con- 
secrations, with 17 coming for 
baptism and 4 by church letter.” 

Any interested in securing the 
services of Dr. J. Oscar Wells may 
write Evangelist Bill Rice, Direc- 
tor, 214 West Wesley, Wheaton, 


Illinois. 


* * * 


EVANGELIST FREDDIE 
GAGE of Decatur, Texas, and 
Jimmy Snelen of Houston, Texas, 
led the White Settlement Baptist 
Church of Fort Worth, Texas, in 
the greatest revival in the history 
of the church recently, according 
to the pastor, Rev. F. B. Hamilton. 
In the one-week meeting there 
were 133 additions, 88 by baptism 
and 45 by letter and statement 
with 9 other professions of faith 
joining other churches. There were 
72 families pledging to begin fam- 
ily altars, 123 rededications, 40 
vowing to quit the dance and 10 
other decisions of various kinds, 
making a total of 387 decisions 
for Christ in the 8 days. The 
church has asked the team to re- 
turn in 1956. 

* 


Sword of the Lord EVANGEL- 
IST J. OSCAR WELLS recently 


held a_ successful revival at 
the Timber Lake Baptist 
Church near Lynchburg, Vir- 


ginia. The pastor of this church 
with about 200 members,, Rev. 
Robert <A. Daniel, writes the 
editor a glowing letter of blessings 
received. There were 21 first-time 


conversions and 60 rededications. 


Introducing . 


Evangelist Peter Ruckman 


Peter Ruckman was an infantry 
lieutenant overseas in Hawaii, the 
Philippines, and Japan, and was a 
professional disc jockey in radio 
before his conversion five years 
ago. He holds a B.A. degree, Uni- 
versity of Alabama, and an M.A. 
degree from Bob Jones University. 
He is expecting to receive his 
Ph.D. this coming June. Evangel- 
ist Ruckman is a preacher and 
artist, and frequently ilustrates his 
sermons with a Gospel cartoon in 
color. He sings and draws while he 
preaches frequently. Evangelist 
Hugh Pyle says, “Peter Ruckman is 
a marvelous personal.soul winner 
and has fifteen half-hour lectures 
on soul winning which he uses in 
morning services in meetings. He 
has had over .800 decisions for 
Christ in revivals, jail services, 
hospital services, Youth for Christ 
rallies, etc. Brother Ruckman had 
mastered many false religions and 
had read multiplied thousands of 
books before finally coming in 
contact with the Bible and being 
soundly converted. I predict for 
him a wonderfully fruitful ministry 
in soul winning. He can be recom- 
mended to any church that wants 
plain powerful preaching of the 
unvarnished truth of God’s Word. 
He has read the Bible through 
many, many times, and quotes 
large portions of it fluently and ac- 


Evangelist Peter Ruckman 


curately. When Peter Ruckman 
led revival services in the churches 
I pastored in Florida, crowds al- 
ways flocked to hear him and to 
see his amazing chalk drawings.” 

Evangelist Ruckman’s present 
address is: 


Pinecrest Trailer Court 
Route 3 
Taylors, South Carolina 


$2,897 Spent for Free Literature 


New Editions of “What Must I Do to Be Saved?” Ordered in 
Korea, Japan, Formosa, the Netherlands, and Africa 


By the Editor 


We have just made out checks 


for the spread of free literature as 
follows: 


1. We sent $1,000 to William 
Garfield of the Word of Life Press 
in Korea, our agent there. $600 is 
to provide a new printing of 100,- 
000 copies of “What Must I Do to 
Be Saved?” in the Korean lan- 
guage. $400 is for printing the 
editor’s pamphlet, Hell! What the 
Bible Says About It. 

2. We have just mailed $600 to 
Rev. Kenneth-G. McVety, 346 Ei- 


fuku Cho, Suginami Ku, Tokyo, 


Japan, for printing of a new edi- 
tion of the “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” booklet in Japan. 

3. $600 has gone to MiSsionary 
Dick Hillis, of the Evangelical 
Alliance Mission at Taipei, For- 
mosa, for the printing of 100,000 
“What Must I Do to Be Saved?” in 
Chinese, which will be done for us 
in Hong Kong. 

4. A check for $155 has gone to 
pay for printing 5,000 “What Must 
I Do to Be Saved?” in nice booklet 
form in the Netherlands, at the 


Count Your Blessings! 


(Continued from page 1) 


O thou Holy One of Israel. My 
lips shall greatly rejoice when I 
sing unto thee; and my soul, which 
thou hast redeemed. My tongue 
also shall talk of thy righteousness 
all the day long: for they are con- 
founded, for they are brought unto 
shame, that seek my hurt.” 


How fitting that a child of God 
should praise Him! If praise 
should continually be in the mouth 
of David, if David’s tongue talked 
of God’s righteousness all the day 
long, surely we too should have it 
as a mark of happy, good Chris- 
tians that we praise God contin- 
ually! 

So in Psalm 103, David, moved 
by the Spirit of God, exhorts him- 
self, “Bless the Lord, O my soul: 
and all that is within me, bless his 
holy name. Bless the Lord, O my 
soul, and forget not all his bene- 
fits.”” David set himself to count 
his blessings and to bless the Lord, 


One lady was saved in her tomato 
patch, another was dealt with at 
the bottom of his well and saved 
in the service that night, another 
man past 60 was saved in his home 
and his wife in the road on the 
way to the grocery store. Both are 
faithful church attenders now. The 
last Sunday of the campaign the 
church set an all-time-high record 
attendance in Sunday School and 
have maintained a high average 


since, 


* * * 


EVANGELIST JOE BROWN, of 
431 North 88th Place, Birming- 
ham, Alabama, is a graduate of 
Tennessee Temple Schools, and 
goes out with the earnest recom- 
mendation of Dr. Lee Roberson, 
Dr. Mark Cambron, and others 
who know him, He is commended 
tor a comprehensive knowledge of 
the Word, a passion for soul win- 
ning, a soundness in the faith. 


praise the Lord, thank the Lord y 


with all that was within him! 

The unseen angels about us 
praise God. In this same Psalm the 
divine Spirit speaking through 
David commanded, “Bless. the 
Lord, ye his angels, that excel in 
strength, that do his command- 
ments, harkening unto the voice of 
his word. Bless ye the Lord, all 
ye Ins hosts; ye ministers of his, 
that do his pleasure.” The hearts 
of angels run over continually 
with praise! Cherubim and sera- 
phim praise Him with full hearts; 
I do not wonder that Heaven is 
full of music and song! The good- 
ness of God is so great that these 
holy beings, who-know Him well, 
cannot but burst forth in continual 
praise! 

Even the inanimate universe 
praises God. This Psalm, verse 22 
says, “Bless the Lord, all his works 
in all places of his dominion.’ 
Another Psalm says, “The heavens 
declare the glory of God; and the 
firmament sheweth his handywork. 
Day unto day uttereth speech, 
and night unto night sheweth 
knowledge. There is no _ speech 
nor language, where their voice is 
not heard” (Ps. 19:1-3). I do not 
ascribe personality to the stars 
and planets in the limitless skies. 
Yet the glory of God is shouted 
by every starry constellation, by 
the flaming atoms of every sun, 
by the intricate and mathematical 
perfection of the movements of 
every solar system, every galaxy 
of stars. An inanimate phonograph 
may play the tremendous praises 
of the Hallelujah Chorus, or a tiny 
radio may transmit the saving 
Gospel of God’s preacher to a mil- 
lion ears. And as truly as that, 
God has made His entire creation 
to shout that there is a mighty 
God, a glorious, powerful, bene- 
ficent and holy God. If creation 
does not preach the Gospel, it at 


jyands of Rev. Albert Zijp, our 
friend and agent there. 


5. $200 goes to Missionary Har- 
old Amstutz, of the Africa Inland 
Mission, for printing from 10,000 
to 15,000 copies of the booklet, 
“What Must I Do to Be Saved?” in 
the Bangala language in Africa. 


Besides the above, we have just 
shipped thousands of pamphlets 
and a number of clothbound books, 
to a total value of $322.50, to the 
Netherlands Gospel Center, Dr. 
R. H. Borkent, at the Hague in 
Holland. This Gospel Center does 
extensive missionary work in 
Spain, Portugal, and other Euro- 
pean countries, and pastors and 


levangelists particularly plead for 


more of our literature. 


Also we have just shipped 1,000 
copies of “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” in English, to Missionary 
Gordon A. Howan, in the Fiji 
Islands, and offered to send more, 


Also we have written Missionary 
Joe Weatherly, who has acted for 
us and for a committee of mission- 
aries from a number of mission 
boards in India, printing the book- 
let, “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” in a number of dialects 
there. And we have asked him to 
tell us what is needed for immedi- 
ate republication of some of the 
“What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 
translations. We promised at least 
$1,000 to be sent at once. 


We have had calls for many, 
many: thousands of dollars, which 
we have had to turn down or de- 
lay. The money we are sending 
now has been requested for more 
than &year. There is urgent need 
for more money to be_ spent 
through the Sword Free Litera- 
ture Fund. Will you prayerfully 
consider whether God wants you to 
send a good gift for the spread of 
the Gospel through the literature, 
through the agency of accredited, 
well-established foreign mission- 
aries, sound in the faith, co-operat- 
ing with other evangelical mission 
agencies, in some twenty languag- 
es around the world? Every gift 
will be acknowledged with a re- 
ceipt. The money will be carefully 
used as directed and reports will 
be given from time to time 
through THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 


Please address your letters to The 
Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, Illi- 
nois. 


least shows forth the glory of 
God so that only a fool can deny 
there is a Creator, a God to whom 
one must give an account. 

How can the redeemed child 
of God keep silence when the 
whole universe shouts the praises 
of God? 

So, Christian, count your bless- 
ings! Like David,’say to yourself, 
“Bless the Lord, O my soul: and 
all that is within me, bless his 
holy name.” See that the prayer 
of your lips is praise from the 
heart. See that all your being is 
involved in this holy matter of 
thanksgiving and glory to God! 
Count your blessings. “Forget not 
all his benefits.” : 

This is a good time to remem- 
ber the words of Rev. Johnson 
Oatman: 


When wpon life’s billows you are 
tempest-tossed, 

When you are discouraged, think- 
ing all is lost, 

Count your many blessings, name 
them one by one, 

And it will surprise you what the 
Lord hath done. 


Are you ever burdened with a load 
(Continued on page 5) 
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Page Five 


Count Your Blessings! 


(Continued from page 4) 


of care? 

Does the cross seem heavy you 
are called to bear? 

Count your many blessings, ev’ry 
doubt will fly, 


And you will be singing as the 


days go by. 


When you look at others with 
their lands and gold, 

Think that Christ has promised 
you His.wealth untold; 

Count your many blessings, money 
cannot buy 

Your reward in Heaven, nor your 
home on high. 


So, amid the conflict, whether 
great or small, 

Do not be discouraged, God is 
over all; 

Count your many blessings, angels 
will attend, 

Help and comfort give you to your 
journey’s end. 


Count your blessings, 
Name them one by one; 
Count your blessings, 
See what God hath done. 


Now let us follow the outline 
divinely given in Psalm 103, and 
let us rejoice and thank God: 
1. For forgiveness of sins; 

2. For our healing and bodily 
health; 

3. For preservation of our lives; 

4. For lovingkindness and tender 
mercies expressed through our 
loved ones; 

). For the daily provision of food 
and other necessities. 


I. Forgiveness of Sin; the 

Greatest of All Blessings 

In the divinely-given list of 
blessings for which David was in- 
spired to thank God, the first 
blessing named is the forgiveness 
of sins. “Bless the Lord, O my 
soul, and forget not all his bene- 


‘fits: Who forgiveth all thine in- 


iquities...” Forgiveness of sins is 
the greatest blessing that God 
has ever given a mortal being. 


“Who forgiveth all thine iniqui- 


ties.” It was this for which God 


gave His Son—to forgive our sins 
and.save our poor souls. It is.this 
for which Jesus came into the 


world. “This is.a faithful saying, 


and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners...” (I Tim. 
1:15). Jesus Said plainly, “For thé 
Son of man is come to seek and 
to save that which was lost” 
(Luke 19:10). In all of God’s 


‘plan, there is nothing else in the 


universe so important as forgiv- 
ing men, saving men, restoring to 
God’s fellowship men and women 
who are estranged from God, who 
are fallen from His holiness, who 
are become His enemies, who have 
been captured and ruined by sin! 


‘The forgiveness of sin is the high- 


est aim of God. 


A woman wrote to differ with 
this editor when in THE Sworp 
OF THE Lorp I had published the 
statement that soul winning was 
the one thing dearest to the heart 
of God, the one main duty for 
every Chrisian. She said, “I think 
soul winning is all right, but I 
think that that is not the main 
thing. It seems to me that the 
main thing is to honor Jesus 


Christ.” 


She meant well, but she had 
wholly misunderstood the Lord 
Jesus Himself. The best way to 
honor Jesus Christ is to take upon 
our hearts the same burden He 
has fer dying sinners and to help 
Him enjoy the rapture that will be 
His in future ages in seeing, saved 
forever, sinners for whom He died, 
I wrote to this woman to remind 


“her that God was willing to turn 


His back on His Son, Jesus, and 
let Jesus die a criminal’s death in 
public shame between two thieves, 
and the victim of every indignity 
that wicked hearts could devise, in 
order that sinners might be saved! 
Oh, how God-longs to forgive sin- 
ners! And the forgiveness and sal- 


vation of sinners is first in His 


plan. 
Just so, every Christian ought 
to rejoice over this blessing above 


all others, that his sins are for- 


given, that he is saved, that he is 
redeemed, that he is restored to 
fellowship with God. | 
. Jésus gave marvelous power to 
the seventy whom He sent out to 
witness in villages and towns 
whither He Himself would come. 
He said, “Behold, I give unto you 


' , since art in tn fae ann Aba ane age ep 
"AEE. cae t ‘ ke : : Sip Mild Ba Cia ae 
ey ae tet els sith " 4 ee iat eee Ck IT ee ey I ee ee CaN ee ne Ae 
eek nk MENS Sere yy ’ gers AIRES: We Gnees = a hs ’ 


power to tread on serpents and 
scorpions, and over all the power 
of the enemy: and nothing shall 
by any means hurt you” (Luke 
10:19). I do not know that God 
has ever given such blanket pow- 
er to anybody in the universe for 
more than a short season of time. 
And these people returned with 
joy to tell how devils had been 
Subject to them. But did Jesus en- 
courage them to. rejoice over 
miracles done, over devils cast out, 
over a mighty ministry? No! He 
said, ‘Notwithstanding in this re- 
joice not, that the spirits are sub- 
ject unto you; but rather rejoice, 
because your names are written in 


heaven” (Luke 10:20). 


Do you, thoughtless Christian, 
lament that you do not have the 
great things of the earth? How 
foolish you are! Queen Victoria, 
monarch of Great Britain and Em- 
press of India when the sun never 
set on British possessions at the 
highest point of England’s career, 
yet stood to her feet during the 
singing of the Hallelujah Chorus, 
to bear homage.to the Saviour. 
That true soul, before Jesus Christ 
she was glad to be only a subject. 
A few years ago when the king 
and queen of England were enter- 
tained in Washington at the White 
House, Chief White Feather, an 
American Indian Christian, was in- 
vited to sing before them. He sang, 
“I'd Rather Have Jesus.” Later, 
the king of England said to Chief 
White Feather, “I’d rather have 
Jesus too!” 


J. P. Morgan, multi-millionaire 
financier, put a boast in his will. 
Do you know what it was in which 
he rejoiced? Not in stocks and 
bonds, not in railroads and steam- 
ships and banks, but in the blessed 
truth that he had found peace and 
forgiveness through the blood of 
Jesus Christ and could safely risk 
his forgiven soul in the mercy of 
such a Saviour! 


Oh, what a blessing to have sins 
forgiven! 

David knew this blessing full 
well. If you read the fifty-first 
Psalm again, you will see that 
David knew what sin was and how 
it burned and hurt and damned. 
He could say, “My sin is ever be- 
fore me.” He could plead, broken- 
hearted for purging with hyssop 
for the cleansing of his heart, for 
the renewal of a right spirit. And 
David, who knew what it was to 
confess with heartbreak his sin, 
knew also what it was to praise 
God for forgiveness! 

The Christian must praise God 
not only that he has been born 
again, that all his sins are laid 
on Christ, and that he is counted 
just and thus.) an entrance to 
Heaven is made. He can also thank 
God for that daily cleansing, that 
daily taking of sin out of the 
way~so that his fellowship can 
be renewed and he can walk in 
the light and joy of the Lord 
everyday! 

I would have every Christian at 
this Thanksgiving season stop and 
remind your own soul how great 
is the blessing of forgiveness, of 
salvation, and praise the Lord. 

I wonder if some reader reads 
this and finds his heart cold, un- 
responsive? Then~ you have lost 
your first love, as had some in the 
church of Ephesus (Rev. 2:4). You 
have forgotten the pit from 
whence you were dug. How 
wicked, how ungrateful it is not to 
have hearts running over with 
praise for such a Saviour, for such 
a salvation, for such an everlast- 
ing life as the believer has in 
Christ! When it is time to praise 
God, let us not fail to praise Him 
for the forgiveness of our sins. 
And at Thanksgiving, let the most 
profound gratitude go out from 
grateful hearts to a forgiving God 
whose mercy is everlasting. When 
you name the benefits of God, 
remember Him “who forgiveth all 
thine iniquities.”” 


II. The Blessing of HeaJth: 
Bless the Lord “Who Healeth 
_ All Thy Diseases” 

Second in his list of blessings; 
David’ counted the healing of his 
body. He cried: out for all within 
him to praise God for this benefit, 
and to bless the Lord ‘“‘who healeth 
all thy diseases.” ! 

Do I believe in divine healing? 
Certainly I do! I believe that all 
true healing’ is from God. God 
heals through. doctors, and God 


heals without doctors. God uses 
means, and sometimes God heals 
without perceptible means. Some- 
times God heals people through 
medicine and treatment of doctors, 
and sometimes He heals them ‘in 
spite of medicine and doctors. 
Sometimes God heals people by 
simple faith, inspired by true 
teaching of the Word of God. And 
sometimes God heals’ péople 
through faith, though the faith 
may be inspired by the preaching 
of some crank or quack. Yes, I 
believe in divine healing. ; 
But while I believe in divine 
healing, I do not believe always in 
divine healers. I do not believe in 
the methods usually employed by 
so-called healing evangelists. 


I do not believe the doctrines 
that are often taught by quacks 
and charlatans or by some sincere 
but misguided souls in divine heal- 
ing meetings. I am sure it is not 


always God’s will to heal the sick. 


Sometimes God wants people to 
stay sick for His glory, or for 
their good. Sometimes God wants 
a saint to die and go to Heaven. 
The Bible does not teach that one 
should always ask for healing of 
the body, whether it be God’s will 
or not. The Bible doesn’t teach 
that the use of medicine or the 
use of doctors is wrong. 


Again, it is certainly wrong to 
suppose that healing of the body is 
the greatest boon that can come 
to a person. Those “healing evan- 
gelists” who make healing of the 
body the main thing do not have 
the Bible emphasis. God puts sal- 
vation first. Salvation ought to 
come first in the preaching and 
first in the advertising. So, any 
reader of this message must not 
first ask for healing and must not 
first thank God for healing. First, 
let everyone make sure of forgive- 
ness of his sins and rejoice in that 
blessing of all blessings. Then let 
him thank God for the secondary 
blessing of healing of the body. 


We have said the above not to 
be misunderstood. It was neces- 
sary, because I would not be a 
party*to false doctrine and fanati- 
cal practice. Yet, with all my heart 
I thank God that He heals the 
sick. Among those who read are 
countless thousands who know 
that God has heard their cry and 
lifted them up from beds of sick- 
ness. And countless other thous- 
ands know that the baby for whom 
they first despaired and then for 
whom they prayed is now alive and 
well, or the mother or father or 
companion, who was once so low, 
was lifted up by the hand of God 
in answer to prayer. 

When Jesus was on earth, in 
His loving compassion He often 
healed the sick. Do you think He 
has less compassion now upon His 
own? In New Testament times 
when. people trusted Christ for 
healing, He lifted them up, as he 
did the paralytic borne of four and 
let down through the roof top in 
Mark, chapter 2. Do you believe 
that God does not now answer the 
prayer uttered in simple faith, for 
healing of the body? In James 
5:13-16, we read simple instruc- 
tions and blessed promises about 
healing : 

“Ts any among you afflicted? 
Let him pray. Is any merry? let 
him sing psalms. Is any sick 
among you? let him call for the 
elders of the church; and let them 
pray over him, anointing lim with 
oil in the name-of.the Lord: And 
the prayer of faith shall save the 
sick, and the Lord shall raise him 
up; and if he have committed sins, 
they shall be forgiven him. Confess 
your faults one to another, and 
pray one for another, that ye may 
be healed. The effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man avail- 
feth much.” 

Let us make sure that we under- 
stand this passage. A sick person 
should call for the elders of his 
own church, not necessarily for 
a traveling evangelist. Those who 
know him and have a right to have 
some impression about what would 
glorify God in the matter, will be 
able to pray more nearly in the 
will of God than a stranger. 

Notice, too, that it is “the 
prayer of faith’ that shall save 
the sick; it is not the oil. Oil may 
be a fitting symbol of the blessed 
Holy Spirit who raised’up Christ 
from the dead and who dwells in 
the body of the Christian and can 
heal the body. But oil does not 
heal. It is the prayer of faith that 
saves. If God gives the faith, one 
may expect the healing. If God 
does not give the faith, as some- 
times He certainly does not, then 


one need not expect the healing. 

It is not always God's will to 
heal, and so God does not always 
give faith. Sometimes there is sin 
in the life and God will give no 
faith until the sin is confessed and 
forsaken. But in many cases there 
is no unconfessed sin that hind- 
ers, yet it is simply not God’s 
will to heal the sick. We must 
face the simple and blessed truth 
that ofttimes God has something 
far better than healing. It is bet- 
ter to be sick in the will of God 
than to be well out of the will of 
God. It is better to glorify God in 
trouble than never to have trouble. 
It is better even fora Christian 
to die and go to Heaven and be 
with the Lord than to remain on 
earth well and strong. 


So a Bible-believing Christian 
must pray with a heart willing to 
have the will of God. This Scrip- 
ture does not teach, and no 
preacher ought ever to teach, that 
a Christian has a right to demand 
of God healing in every case. God 
has not promised that, and it 
is presumption to demand what 
God has not promised. One may 
ask with a willing, submissive 
heart. If God gives the faith, then 
one may claim the blessing. If 
God withholds the faith for heal- 
ing, then the Christian must ask 
for that which is better than heal- 
ing, the blessed will of God in his 
case. 

One should notice also that it is 
sin unconfessed which often brings 
ill health. Christians should con- 
fess their faults one to another 
and pray one for another “that ye 
may be healed.” 

We remember that at Corinth 
some Christians were weak and 
sickly, and some had already fal- 
len asleep, that is, had died, be- 
cause of their sin (I Cor. 11:30). 

No, it is not always God's will 
to. heal the sick, but, thank: God, 
it usually is God’s will! That is 
easy to see when you count how 
many times a person may be ill 
and then restored to health before 
he dies. Surely it is usually God’s 
will to heal the sick, and it is al- 
ways God's will for us to bring 
the matter to our loving and wise 
Father and ask His blessing. 

It is a matter of great joy to my 
own heart to recall and to witness 
to some wonderful healings in an- 
swer to my prayers. 

When I was a lad of fifteen in 
the West Texas cattle country, my 
father fell sick. He had _ been 
solemnly warned by a specialist 
that he must leave all his business 
cares and rest for months. But 
he had a large family to support, 
had debts to pay, and felt that he 
could not take a vacation. And so 
he strained himself to the break- 
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ing point and collapsed. He ling- 
ered for days in a coma, growing 
steadily weaker. One afternoon 
the two doctors attending the case 
warned my stepmother that Dad 
would not live through the night. 
The long  over-strained heart 
would stop beating. The light 
would flicker out that night! © 

No one had ever argued in my 
hearing as to whether healing was 
for New Testament times only, 
and not for today. No one had 
ever suggested that that was a 
dipensational matter, and that God 
had changed His way of dealing to- 
day. I had trusted Christ as my 
Saviour. I knew that God an- 
swered prayer. So that night, after 
wandering, disconsolate, with no 
one to take my burden to, I went 
Out in the horse lot to the stables 
| to pray. 

As I passed the buggy shed E 
heard a voice. Listening, I heard 
rmy older sister sobbing in praycr 
that God would spare our father! I 
went on in the darkened stable an¢ 
knelt in a stall, and there I 
pleaded, unashamed, that Ged 


him up. 


to the house, and before I went 
to bed I heard another voice talk- 
ing. I listened; it was my step- 
mother kneeling by the side of th 
bed where my father lay uncon- 
scious. She was crying and asking 
God to spare her husband. What 
would alt of us have done, a house- 
hold of a wife and six children, 
without our father! 

I very simply left the matter in 
God's hand and went to sleep. 

But my father lived through the 
night. The next morning at seven, 
as we were gathered around his 
bed, he opened his eyes and looked 
about. He was rational, in full cor- 
trol of his faculties as he had not 
been for days. He said to my step- 


| mother, “Momma, where are my 


pants?” | 

Laughing and half crying, she 
Said, ‘““You’re sick. You don’t need 
your pants. You stay in bed and 
get well!” 

“No, I want my pants. I have 
some business to attend to in town. 
Get me my clothes!” 

So my stepmother got Dad his 
clothes and then hurriedly phoned 
for the doctors. By the time the 
doctors eould catch a team of 
horses, hitch them to the buggy 
and drive to our house, my dad 
had walked two or three blocks 
to the store, had attended to some 
matter, and slowly returned. The 
doctors met him in front of the 
house and scolded him for being 
up. 

I remember how my father said, 
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“No, I am not sick. I will go to 
bed and rest awhile, but I.am not 
sick any more.” He went back to 
bed until afternoon, and each day 
he would spend some time in bed 
while he slowly recovered his 
strength. But God had healed my 
father. I believe that He did it 
in a moment. I know He did it 
when the doctors said it was im- 
possible. I know that God healed 
him in answer to simple, believing 
prayer. 

Oh, praise the Lord, to whom 
we can go with all our burdens, 
and who can heal the body as 
easily as He can forgive sins and 
save the soul! 


In 1926 I began a daily radio 
broadcast in Fort Worth, Texas. 
The radio was young then, and in 
little crystal sets all over the 
country, people eagerly listened for 
every word that could come out 
of the magic box, through a horn- 
like loud speaker, or more usually 
through the little ear phones on 
a wired plug. How people did 
listen to the preaching of the Gos- 
pel on those crystal sets! And the 
flood of letters we received! 


Sonn people began to write ask- 
ing for prayer for their sickness. 
In God’s mercy I was led to pray 
for these distressed sick people 
and in many, many cases God an- 
swered prayer. Some of the re- 
coveries were almost instantan- 
eous and“a good number were re- 
markable. I was led to grow 
greatly in grace and more and 
more to emphasize the fact that 
God answers prayer. 


One day our oldest daughter, 
Grace, then five years. old, had 
fever and a sore throat. We gave 
her medicine. After some three 
days the fever mounted to 105. 
We rushed her to the family doc- 
tor. After Dr. Reeves examined 
her carefully he said to me, “John, 
I’m afraid this is diphtheria. But 
we will not guess about it. We 
will send germs from her throat 


to the laboratory in this build- 
ing.” 

He swabbed the child’s throat 
with a cotton swab and smeared 
mucus on a glass slide and then 
rushed the glass slide to the medi- 
cal laboratory. In a few minutes 
the telephone rang; diphtheria 
germs were present in abundance. 
The child had diphtheria and the 
throat was nearly closed. 


The child and her little sister 
were given toxin and antitoxin 
injections. The county health of- 
ficer was notified to quarantine 
our home, and we took our little 
girl home and put her to bed. 
Then I said to my wife, “I have 
prayed for others; now I am going 
to pray for my own. I will kneel 
by this bed and pray until I have 
perfect peace that God has heard 
me. Will you pray with me?” 

She gladly joined in our coven- 
ant to pray until God gave assur- 
ance that He had undertaken in 
the matter. So I prayed and then 
she prayed. Then I prayed and 
then she prayed. We alternated 
for some time. Finally I said, “I 
have peace in my heart. I feel that 
God has heard our prayer. I am 
willing to. leave the matter in His 
hands and thank Him.” Mrs. Rice 
also had sweet assurance that 
God had heard our prayer. 

That afternoon little Grace’s 
fever went down, down, and then 
disappeared. She had a good 
night’s rest. The next morning she 
insisted on getting up, but I told 
her no, that she must stay in 
bed. She asked, ‘“‘Daddy, am I still 
sick?” 

With choked voice I answered, 
“No, dear, I think you are well! 
But we do not want to be pre- 
sumptuous. We will call the doctor, 
You must stay in bed until he 
gives you permission to get up.” 

“Well, may I sit up in bed, 
then, and play with my dollies?” 
she asked. I gave her permission. 

The county health nurse came to 
check up. She found no fever, the 
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throat almost normal, no soreness, 
no pain! She said, “This child does 
not have diphtheria!” 


I replied, “I know she does not | 


have it now, but she did have 
yesterday afternoon!” 

I cherish in my heart and thank 
God for many memories of an- 
swered prayer, many healings of 
the body. God has healed me and 
healed my loved ones and healed 
others many times. So like David 
I can say, “Bless the Lord, O my 
soul...who healeth all thy 
diseases.” 

But some read this who have 
rarely been sick. You are in the 
strong health of young manhood 
or young womanhood. In fact, you 
hardly need to think of any human 
frailty, you are so strong, so well. 
Then all the more you ought to 
thank God. God who made you, 
who preserves you, who hedges you 
about with His mercy and power 
so that you are rarely sick, de- 
serves all-the praise for your good 
health. 

How good God has been to my 
immediate family. These years 
have gone by and six daughters 
have reached womanhood. We 
have had no major illnesses. Three 
daughters have had tonsils remov- 
ed, but there have been no other 
operations. Aside from maternity 
cases, none have ever spent a night 
on a hospital bed. I believe that 
holds true for Mrs. Rice and me 
through all our married life, and 
our six daughters, holds true for 
our five grandchildren and for the 
four sons-in-law since they, have 
been connected with the family. 
We are continually being called 
upon to pray for others in times 
of great distress—accidents, opera- 
tions, lingering sickness. We re- 
peatedly thank God for answered 
prayer about our friends whom 
He raises up from beds of afflic- 
tion. But I fear that our poor 
thoughtless hearts are not prop- 
erly grateful for the sustaining 
power of God who has protected 
us so that no pestilence comes nigh 
our dwelling. 


God’s care in the midst of great 
labor, in the midst of much pres- 
sure, is all the more remarkable. 
How God has preserved us from 
ulcers, high blood pressure and 
shattered nerves! What few sore 
throats or mild cases of influenza 
or neuritis we have had have been 
tremendous blessings in teaching 
us to Value the  never-ceasing 
mercy of God. Oh, I say to my soul 
today, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and forget not all his benefits... 
who healeth all thy diseases.” 


When you count your blessings, 
be sure to thank Him for His 
sustaining care, his overshadow- 
ing wings of protection. 


Ill. God Preserves Our Lives 
From Death 


The third blessing of which 
David is reminding his soul, the 
benefit for which he blessed the 
Lord continually was this: “who 
redeemeth thy life from destruc- 
tion...” God preserves our lives 
day by day. 

We make it too much a matter 
of course and do not count it, as 
we should, a blessing from God, 
that we are not cut down this day 
by death! 

There is a blessed teaching in 
the Scripture that ‘‘the angel of 
the Lord encampeth round about 
them that fear him, and delivereth 
them” (Ps. 34:7). God’s guard- 
ian angels protect Christians day 


‘by day. Of the angels we are told, 


“Are they not all ministering 
spirits, sent forth to minister for 
them who shall be heirs of salva- 
tion?” (Heb. 1:14). It is com- 
pletely true of Jesus, and certainly 


somewhat true of every: believing’ 


child of God that “he shall give 
his angels charge over thee, to 
keep thee in all thy ways. They 
shall bear thee up in their hands, 
lest thou dash thy foot against a 
stone” (Ps. 91:11, 12). I found that 
promise and the other wonderful 
promises of protection in the 
Ninety-first Psalm, when I was 
called into the army in World War 
I. Thank God, “he that dwelleth in 
the secret place of the most High 
shall abide under the shadow of 
the Almighty” (Ps. 91:1). And 
again, “He shall cover thee with 
his feathers, and under his wings 
shalt thou trust: his truth shall 
be thy shield and buckler. Thou 


shalt not be afraid for the terror. 


by night; nor for the arrow that 
flieth by day; Nor for the pesti- 
lence that walketh in darkness; 
nor for the destruction that wast- 


eth at noonday” (Ps. 91:4-6). It 


is true that God has a time for 
Christians to die. It is equally 
true that Satan cannot bring one 
of God’s children to death until 
God consents. In the case of Job, 
God allowed Satan to bring great 
trouble, but not to touch his life. 
So God preserves the lives of His 
Saints. 


We may well believe that Satan 
so hates us that he would destroy 
every Christian if he could. Did 
he not hate Jesus? Did he not 
put it into the heart of Herod 
to kill all the babes of Bethlehem 
under two years old? Did not he 
put it into the heart of Pharisees 
again and again to almost stone 
Jesus? Did not Satan stir His own 
townsmen at Nazareth to try to 
hurl Jesus over the brow of a 
cliff to kill Him? And in the 
Garden of Gethsemane Jesus was 
sorrowful in soul, “even unto 
death,” and I believe that Satan 
would have had Him die there at 
the wrong time and in the wrong 
place, had not Jesus prayed and 
been answered, and His life spared 
until the morrow when He could 
die in the will of God (Heb 5:7). 
And Satan, who hates Jesus, hates 
everyone of us who love the Lord 
Jesus. 


I believe that Satan would de- 
light to have an epidemic of small 
pox or bubonic plague or influenza 
sweep away thousands. I believe 
that he would delight to have 
atomic bombs dropped that would 
blot out hundreds of thousands of 
people including saints of God. I 
believe that every Christian who 
is an_ out-and-out Christian 
wrestles not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities 
and powers and the rulers of dark- 
ness. Satan would want demons 
to possess us. Satan would want 
to cut us down by insanity, by 
evil habits, or through evil men, 
or by dire accidents. But thanks 
be to God, He “redeemeth thy life 
from destruction...’ 


January 1, 1940, I was led of 
God to leave the pastorate of a 
beloved church in Dallas, Texas, 
to enter full-time, nation-wide 
evangelism. I remember with what 
heart-searching, with what holy 
dedication I gave myself to God. 
I pledged self, at any cost, to 
help bring back city-wide revival 
campaigns, mass evangelism, in 
America. I believe that God ac- 
cepted the little I had to offer, but 
which I offered with such love 
and prayer. I believe also that 
Satan hated my decision and 
would have gladly killed me. 


About that time:I was speak- 
ing in Chicago, in the Grand Opera 
House in services at noon, broad- 
cast each day. God saved a good 
many souls and reached hundreds 
of thousands of people in those 
grand early days of the Christian 
Business Men’s Committee of Chi- 
cago. One day I drove north on 
LaSalle Street. As I crossed Divi- 
sion Street, a light and power 
truck with a large pump mounted 
in front of the radiator, like a 
battering ram or a deadly weapon 
ran around a horse-drawn milk 
wagon and plunged into the side of 
my car. It seemed like’an engine 
of destruction aimed by Satan to 
take away my life. That heavy 
pump crashed into the left front 
door of the car and crushed the 
door in until it rested against my 
side. The car was spun around on 
the icy street. It was very badly 
damaged. But, thank God, the im- 
pact which crushed the door in 
until it rested against my side, left 
not a scratch, not a blue mark, 
not a bruise! I was perfectly pro- 
tected. I felt then and feel now 
that the angel of God said, “Thus 
far and no farther!” God would 
not allow Satan to kill His ser- 
vant. 

Another time Dr. and Mrs. Sam 
Morris, Mrs. Rice and I took three 
days off to visit Carlsbad Cavern 
in New Mexico. As I drove from 
Dallas to Stamford, Texas, where 
Dr. Morris was then pastor, I 
bought a large beautiful water- 
melon at Weatherford, Texas; we 
would eat that watermelon be- 
sidé the road the next day. : 

But the next day there were 
showers of rain from time to time. 
When at last we decided we would 
eat the melon, the roadside was 
muddy. So we four took the melon 
to the tracks of the Texas Pacific 
Railroad which ran. beside the 
highway, and there we cut the 
melon. We ate all we could hold 
of its red heart and sat talking 
of God’s goodness. Suddenly I was 
impelled to look up. Bearing down 


perhaps eighty miles an hour, 
There was no whistle, no warning, 
I leaped to my feet and pulled Sam 
Morris to his feet. Startled, he 
pulled his wife away. My wife sat 
on the culvert nearby. The train 
roared by within, inches. A half 
second more and three of us would 
have been instantly killed. All of 
us felt then that God had delivered 
us from a malevolent Devil who 
hated us. He hated Sam Morris’ 
fight on the liquor traffic. He 
hated my fight for the return of 
old-time revivals, my pressure 
against modernism and sin. But 
God delivered us. With all my 
heart I praised God then and 
praise Him now “who redeemeth 
thy life from destruction.” 


Every Christian who reads this 
today should devoutly thank God. 
His care never ceases. We sleep, 
we work, we pray, but never a 
thought that all about us are the 
protecting hosts of God’s angels! 
They were around Elisha_ at 
Dothan, the chariots of God and 
the angels of God. They are 
around all who fear the Lord to- 
day. Praise His name! 


When you. count your blessings, 
be sure to remember with grateful 
heart the God who redeems your 
life from destruction and keeps 
you safe every day. 


With Lovingkindness and 
Tender Mercies; 
Praise Him! 

The fourth blessing about which 
David reminded his soul and for 
which, with all that was within 
him, David blessed God, was the 
crown of lovingkindness and ten- 
der mercies. “Bless the Lord, O 
my soul,” said David, “who crown- 
eth thee with lovingkindness and 
tender mercies.” 


It may be here that David was 
inspired to mention all the various 
ways that God blesses a Chris- 
tian out of God’s lovingkindness. 
But, since in this passage David 
had already been led to praise 
God for forgiveness of sins, for 
healing of the body, and for pro- 
tection from death, and in-the next 
verse he praises God for food, I 
judge that here David was princi- 
pally praising God for the love and 
kindness ‘of friends and family. 

Through many, many illustra- 
tions in the Bible it becomes clear 
that it is God who puts love and 
kindness and mercy in the heart 
of one person for another. 


Joseph, sold into slavery and 
then put in prison in Egypt, found 
it so. “But the Lord was with 
Joseph, and shewed him mercy, 
and gave him favor in the sight 
of the keeper of the prison’ (Gen. 
39:21). And soon Joseph was ruler 
and manager of the prison. It was 
God who gave Joseph favor in the 
eyes of Pharaoh, and made him 
ruler of Egypt. 

Daniel was a teen-aged lad, car- 
ried captive into far-off Babylon, 
but God’s. lovingkindness and 
mercy did not fail him there, be- 
cause we read, “Now God had 
brought Daniel into favour and 
tender love with the prince of the 
eunuchs” (Dan. 1:9). 

Thus we read how Nehemiah 
obtained favor from the king for 
his expedition to restore Jerusa- 
lem, how Esther was given the 
love and confidence of the king 
who held out to her the golden 


have been put to death. We read 
how the same king could not sleep, 
but read in the Chronicles how 
Mordecai had saved his life and 
how his heart was turned in favor 
toward this Jew, hitherto despised. 
We read how God knit the heart of 
Jonathan to David as his own soul 
with a love surpassing the love 
of women. So all the lovingkind- 
ness, all the tender mercy which 
comes to one in this life are simply 
the evidences of the loving provi- 
sion of God. 

On the wall of a home I saw a 
motto, “God could not be every- 
where at once, so He made 
mothers.” Many mothers are not 
what they ought to be, but we are 
right in believing that it is God 
who puts the instinctive mother- 
love in a woman’s heart. Iemissed 
all too much of the comfort and 
joy a mother brings, since my be- 
loved mother went to be with the 
Lord before I was six years old. 
But oh, in the treasured memories 
of childhood I hold most dear the 
evidences of my mother’s love, of 
her pride in her son, of her pray- 
ers for me. And everyone who ever 


upon us was a train roaring along 


(Continued on page 7) 


IV. It Is God Who Crowns Us 
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Page Seven 


Count Your Blessings! 


(Continued from page 6) 


had a pure, good mother, a godly 
mother who poured out her love 
as a sweet perfume over her fam- 
ily, should thank God for that 
lovingkindness. When you .count 
your blessings, be sure to remem- 
ber a mother’s love. 

And God, who wants Christians 
to call Him “Our Father,’’ made 
a father’s heart. God wanted some- 
way to manifest His own heart, so 
he made fathers. He said, ‘Like 
as a father pitieth his~ children, 
so the Lord pitieth them that fear 
him’ \(Ps, 103:13). 


It is amazingly clear, as one 
begins to really count his bless- 
ings, that all the good ones are 
beyond price, are greater than 
money could buy. You may thank 
God for whatever prosperity He 
has given you, but I assure you 
that money and great property are 
not the greater blessings. They 
are not even named in these five 
wonderful blessings summed up in 
our t@xt in Psalm 103:1-5. God has 
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something far better for our hap- 
piness and welfare than wealth. 

Sometime ago I was thinking 
about the limited and restricted 
life of a young farmer I met. He 
had little’ education. He was. in 
a provincial community and would 
probably never be heard of beyond 
the small community in which he 
lived. His house was small and 
plain. His life included hard work 
and a boresome routine of chores, 
But then I reflected; he had a. 
wife who was young and beautifiil. 
She was not only radiant in face 
and beautiful in form, but she 
was modest, natural, unspoiled. 
She delighted in her home, her 
children. Her house was spic and 
span. She loved her husband with 
a constant outpouring of service, 
admiration and delight. Her great- 
est desire in the world was to 
make her husband happy. I lookéd 
on the poor young fellow with wife 
and children and thought, “How 
blessed he is!”’ The richest man in 
the world could not have a more 
beautiful wife nor rejoice in a 
love more pure and unselfish and 
sweet! No king on a throne could 
have healthier, happier, more 
beautiful children, nor _ better 
taught and better mannered. That 
young farmer was not poor. He 
was rich beyond expression. God 
had flooded his life with “loving- 
kindness and tender mercies.”’ 

And every man who has the 
love of a good wife ought, at this 
Thanksgiving season, to rejoice 
and praise God for such a crown- 
ing joy! 

In God’s mercy, I have been 
given six daughters. I loved them 
passionately when they were little 
children. If: possible, I love them 
more now. Not one of them but 
that I sometimes’ bathed and 
usually fed when I was at home, 
corrected them, entertained them, 
taught them. The baby’s high chair 
always sat by me at the table. I 
carefully drilled them so that the 
first consecutive sentence each 
could say would be, “I _ love 
Daddy.” One of them always, when 
I carried her, held on to my ear 


|which is big enough for a good 
handhold. Another always held on 


to my tie. Now the youngest is 
seventeen. A few years ago.I said 
to Mrs. Rice, “I have been accus- 
tomed for twenty years to having 
a little girl in my arms, holding to 
my ear or to my tie, or spitting 
down my back, or-spilling milk on 
me at the table. I need a baby!” 
That hunger is now partly fulfilled 
by grandchildren. But I can speak 
on good authority when I say that 
any man who has had the tiny 
hand of a baby gripped around his 
finger, a little face looking up into 
Daddy’s and asking questions and 
believing every answer was gospel 
truth, little feet running to meet 
Daddy when he came home at 
night, and iittle arms around his 
neck and warm wet lips kissing his 


|face in greeting, has worn the 


crown of a king! Oh, the crowning 
glory and the lovingkindness and 
tender mercy that God gives every 
man to whom He gives faithful 
and sweet children! 

God has given many friends. Of 
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course I have enemies and I thank 
God for them. Any man who takes 
a stand plainly, sharply, aggres- 
sively for the fundamentals of the 
faith, any stand against sin and 
worldliness and formalism and 
modernism, is certain to be hated 
and opposed. I thank God for my 
enemies. But how I do thank God 
for friends! Literally thousands of 
Christians write me for counsel 
and follow my advice. More than 
once I have had letters that said, 
in effect, “I am engaged to be 
married to a certain person. Here 
are the circumstances. Should I 
go through with our marriage 
plans? I will’ dO exactly what 
you say.” There are multitudes 
who want to read every book I 
write; many who pray for me, love 
me, encourage me. For them I 
thank God. They are an expres- 
sion of the loving mercy and kind- 
ness of God! 

It is said that when God had 
Saul anointed to be king, “there 
went with him a band of men, 
whose hearts God had touched” 
(I Sam. 10:26). Oh, what agony 
and defeat and frustration would 
be the part of any preacher if God 
called him to preach and called 
no one to hear! if God called a 
man to write and called no one 
to read! if God called a man to 
warn and called no one to heed 
his warning! 

In counting my blessings, I 
know that I, for one will count 
strongly and with profound grati- 
tude the lovingkindness of God 
who has crowned me with. the love 
and mercy of thousands who have 
some way been led to love me and 
comfort me and encourage me. O 
Christian, bless the Lord with all 
that is within you and forget not 
all His benefits. Bless the Lord 
“who crowneth thee with loving- 
kindness and tender mercies.” 


V. Bless the Lord “Who 
Satisfieth Thy Mouth 
With Good Things” 

, 5ome Christians consider them- 
selves altogether too spiritual, too 
other-worldly to pay much at- 
tention to the simple blessing of 
food. But David thanked God for 
this blessing. He counted it among 
the wonderful things to be 
treasured in heart. and for which 
his whole soul should bless the 

Lord. And so should we! >: 

It is altogether right and proper 
that at Thanksgiving time there 
should be a feast with turkey and 
dressing or “stuffing.” (The best 
dressing is made with Southern 
corn bread and with chopped onion 
and sage!). I believe in the festive 
cranberry sauce, the pumpkin pie. 

The Jews were taught to keep 
feasts: the feast of tabernacles, 
the passover feast, for example. 
When, under Nehemiah’s leader- 
ship, the walls of Jerusalem were 
rebuilt and the gates were set up 
and the law of God read and ex- 
plained to the people, the people 
wept over their sins. But we read: 


“And Nehemiah, which is the 
Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest the 
scribe, and the Levites that taught 
the people, said unto all the people, 
This day is holy unto the Lord 
your God; mourn not, nor weep. 
For all the people wept, when they 
heard the words of the law. Then 
he said unto them, Go your way, 
eat the fat, and drink the sweet, 
and send portions unto them for 
whom nothing is prepared: for 
this day is holy unto our. Lord: 
neither be ye sorry; for the joy of 
the Lord is your strength.”—Neh. 
8:9, 10. 

There is certainly a time for 
fasting, a time for mourning and 
sackcloth, a time for waiting on 
God and confessing of sins. Chris- 
tian people do too little of that, 
I dm sure. But it is equally true 
that there is a time to “eat the 
fat, and drink the sweet, and send 
portions unto them for whom noth- 
ing is prepared.” 

The blessed time when all the 
redeemed of all ages will be 
caught out to meet Christ in the 
air and will be assembled in 
Heaven, we will have a feast. It is 
illustrated in Matthew 22:1-10 by 
the parable which Jesus gave of 
“a certain king, which made a 
marriage for his son.”’ Again, when 
someone, sitting with Jesus at a 
feast, said, “Blessed is he that 
shall eat bread in the kingdom 
of God” (Luke 14:15), Jesus gave 
the parable of the great supper 
to which all are invited. 

And the dear Lord Jesus came 
to enjoy the great feast made for 
Him in Bethany at the home of 
Mary and Martha and Lazarus. 


We are told that He ate with 
Simon, the Pharisee, and again 
that Matthew, the publican, made 
a great supperefor Jesus and in- 
vited other publicans and sinners 
to hear Him. And Jesus seemed 
to enjoy the wedding feast at Cana 
of Galilee, and there He turned 
the water into wine. 


It is true that the dear Lord 
Jesus was more concerned about 
soul Winning than with food. When 
the disciples wanted Him to eat 
after He had won the woman at 
the well of Sychar in Samaria and 
waited to preach to others coming 
to Him, He said, “I have meat 
to eat that ye know not of” 
(John 4:32). The wicked charge 
that Jesus was a glutton and a 
wine bibber was not true, but it 
showed that Jesus delighted in 
good food and in fellowship around 
the table. So we do well to have 
feasts at Thanksgiving and Christ- 
mas and other times, and rejoice 
in the Lord over His goodness! 


Did you ever think that the dear 
Saviour, the Creator, planned 
every article of food available on 
the earth? One of the best evid- 
ences of the folly of the evolution- 
ary guess as an explanation of 
the origin and nature of this uni- 
verse, an evidence for direct crea- 
tion as the Bible teaches, is the 
fact that God has supplied the 
answer to every physical need. 
Who but a personal God would 
make lungs and make air. for the 
lungs to breathe? Who put a per- 
sonal, intelligent, and benevolent 
God could fit the earth so exactly 
for human habitation, foreseeing 
the proper temperatures for life, 
the proper atmosphere for breath- 
ing, plants to make oxygen for 
animals, animals to make carbon 
dioxide for plants? How could it 
be accidental that the mass of 
earth controlling the weight of all 
on it would be matched by the 
necessary muscles of man and 
beast? A thoughtful and loving 
God prepared sound for ears and 
ears for sound. He prepared the 
nose for odors and odors for the 
nose. He prepared the eyes for 
colors and prepared colors for the 
eyes, 

So all the infinite variety of 
fruit available on the earth has 
been created by the plan of God. 
He put the color and tang and 
texture in every fruit and berry 
and melon. He put the taste and 
the proteins in the beefsteak, the 
animo acids and the calories in the 
pork chops. He put the vitamins 
and the roughage and the tre- 
mendous energy of starch in the 
wheat grain, and the health and 
goodness in every salad. I think 
that the dear Lord Jesus, with an 
infinite delight, rejoiced to take 
pains to make every food good for 
the body and pleasant in looks and 
odor and taste. He did not people 
the fathomless* ocean with fish 
without planning what would be 
good for man’s food. Since “every 
good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father of lights, with 
whom is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning” (James 1:17), 
we know that food is the love 
gift. of God to His people. Every 
Christian should receive every 
meal with the same delight and 
gratitude felt by a girl in love who 
receives an enormous box of 
chocolates from her sweetheart. 


So let every one who counts his 
blessings think of the unfailing 
favor of God who, day after day, 
has supplied food to satisfy the 
body, to delight the heart. 

How fitting that, with bowed 
heads and reverent hearts, every 
home at mealtime should thank 
God for the food. What wicked in- 
gratitude it is to eat like pigs with 
both feet in the feed trough, with- 
out a heartfelt thank-you to the 
Giver of every good and perfect 
gift! 

We are told in the Bible that it 
is the work of “seducing spirits 
and doctrines of devils,” when 
cults command people “to abstain 
from meats, which God hath 
created to be received with 
thanksgiving of them which be- 
lieve and know the truth.” God 
explains, “For every creature of 
God is good, and nothing to be re- 
fused, if it be received with 
thanksgiving: For it is sanctified 
by the word of God and prayer’ 
(I Tim. 4:1-5). How far the Ro- 
man church is wrong in forbidding 
Catholics to eat meat on Friday or 
during Lent. How far Seventh-Day 
Adventists go wrong in encourag- 
ing people to keep the ceremonial 
laws of the Jews as to food! For 


every creature of God is good, 
provided it be received with 
thanksgiving! And the Word of 
God and prayer at mealtime 


sanctify the food and make it 
suitable, fitting, holy, in God’s 
sight! 


It seems to me that’ every 
Christian ought to thank God for 
food at every meal, whether at 
home or abroad. While at a 
restaurant, two Christians may 
bow their heads together and one 
of them softly give thanks to God. 
If one eats alone and in a public 
place, he can, without being un- 
duly conspicuous, bow his head in 
humble and fervent thanks to the 
God who gives him every good 
thing. God is not embarrassed to 
give you your food in the presence 
of gainsaying worldlings; why 
should you be ashamed to thank 
Him in their presence? 


Little children ought to he 
taught always to be thankful for 
their food. The first prayer my 
babies ever learned was, “Jesus, 
we thank You for this brea’fus’ 
food.” Sometimes when a+: child 
was late in getting to the table 
and did not get to bow her head 
and hear the prayer of thanks- 
giving, the little one would break 
into tears of disappointment. 


I suggest that every reverent 
heart stop now, wherever you are, 
and thank God for all the years 
that He has provided food and 
drink and other ordinary but 
necessary comforts of life for 
which we do not thank Him 
enough. 


Conclusion: What Shall 
Christian Do About These 
Many Blessings? 
Now that you have reviewed 
in your mind your many bless- 
ings, what will you do about it? 
Let me suggest some things you 
can do. 


1. By all means set aside a time 
when your heart can pour out 
praises of thanksgiving to such a 
good God and such a wonderful 
Saviour! Do not be content with a 
general feeling of gratitude. Be 
particular and definite as you 
recount your blessings and thank 
God for them one by one. - 

2.Plan now to take the first 
opportunity to publicly thank God 
for all He has done for you. Plan 
to give Him glory as you speak 
to individuals, Plan to lead your 
family’in regular, frequent, open 
praise to God for His loving kind- 
ness. 

3. Since God has been so good, 
one should dwell upon His bless- 
ings until his heart is happy and 
content. “Why art thou cast down, 
OQ my soul? and why art thou 
disquited within me? hope in God: 
for I shall yet praise him, who 
is the health of my countenance, 
and my God” (Ps. 43:5). To dwell 
upon your blessings will multiply 
them. To acknowldge your bless- 
ings and to be grateful in heart 
will certainly bring happiness and 
contentment. Every Christian has 
enougn blessings to make -him 
shout aloud the praises of God if 
his appreciative heart counts these 
blessings and properly rejoices in 
them. . 

4.The fact that God has been | 
so wonderfully good in the past 
is evidence that God is on the 
giving end. Therefore, past bless- 
ings should encourage Christians 
to ask for more. David said, “Be- 
cause he hath inclined his ear to 
me, therefore will I call upon him 
as long as I live”. (Ps. 116:2). 
Again David said, ‘What shall 
I rendeft unto the Lord for all 
his benefits toward me? I will 


a 


take, the cup of salvation, and call 


upon ‘the name of the Lord” 
(Ps. 116: 12,13). Counting your 
blessings will be a tremendous en- 
couragement to pray. 

5. Now that you have’ counted 
your blessings, “name them one 
by one” and, since it has surprised 
you what the Lord has done, see 
that it makes your love and obed- 
ience abound. Jesus properly said, 
“Tf ye love me, keep my command- 
ments” (John 14:25). I should 


(Continued on page 9) 
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Get This Tremendous Book 


You may have this practical book FREE tell- 
ing you how to be a soul winner, if you join the 
Sword Book Club new. 


Personal Work in Soul Winning 
by R, A. Torrey 


Here is by far the most practical book on personal soul 
winning in print. You will come away from this book 


compelled to believe that God wants YOU to be a soul 
winner for Him. But better than that, this book tells you 
exactly HOW to do the job. Here are no vague theories but 
sound practical help. 


The first four chapters deal with the importance of per- 
sonal work, the conditions of success, where to do it ‘and 
how to begin. Then there are 16 chapters giving the Scriptures 
to use with different kinds of people and how to answer 
their particular problems. The last chapter gives hints and 
suggestions for soul winning. 


You may have had problems in trying to win Roman 
Catholics, Jews, atheists, skeptics, and scoffers to Christ. 
Here in the most practical and complete form possible is 
your answer. For instance, in the chapter “Dealing’ with 
Those Who Have Difficulties.” Dr. Torrey has listed 27 of the 
most common excuses that people give for not trusting Christ. 
He lists the Bible answets for those who say, “I cannot hold 
out,” “I am too great a sinner,” “The Christian life is too 
hard,” “I have no feeling,’ etc. 

There is hardly a problem that Torrey does not answer in this tremendous book. 

Remember, it.is yours FREE if you join the Sword Book Club now. Full details and a handy 
coupon are included below. Why not mail the coupon T Y and get the full blessing of this 
powerful book. This book has 176 pages, sells continually for $2. This has probably been the 
most useful book on pemonal work in’ soul wifining ever printed. You may have it free when you 
buy your first selection in joining the Sword Book Club. 


Dr. R. A. Torrey 


Dr. Torrey was re- 
garded by multi- 
tudes, during his 
lifetime, as at the 
very top in soul 
winning, Bible 

' teaching, and the 
training of Christian workers. He was 
selected by D. L. Moody as the 
superintendent of Moody Bible Insti- 
tute, where he set up the Bible Insti- 
tute curriculum and made Moody 
Institute a pattern for Bible insti- 
tutes around the world. 

Alter Moody's death, Dr. Torrey 
and Charles M. Alexander held the 
largest campaigns in America and 
tHen went around the world, win- 


ning hundreds of thousands of souls — 


in great campaigns in Australia, in 
New Zealand, in the British Isles. 


This book, Personal Work in Soul 
Winning. is one of Torrey’s most 


Peace With God by Billy Graham. By far 
the most popular book by this famous young 
evangelist. Every Christian will want to 
read this 222-page book dealing with how to 
find peace with and the results of find- 
ing it. Covers/Sin, Judgment, The Devil, 
Repentance, Faith, Assurance of Salvation, 
The New Birth, the Christian and _ the 
Church and much more $2.50 


Cruden’s Complete Goncordance. D. L. 
Moody recommended, “Next to the Bible 


in power or 
pages 


Choose Your First Club Selection From These Books! 


Christ and the Inheritance of 
the Saints by Thomas Guthrie. 
Treméndous sermons from the 
book of Colossians by one of the 
greatest preachers of the nine- 
teenth century. Dr. Bob Jones, 
Jr., says, ““To my mind, no book 
on Colossians . 
where near Dr. Guthrié’s either 
in scope.” 344 


practical and helpful books. 


. comes any- 


$2.50 


I advise you to get Cruden’s Concordance.” 
The concordance is the Bible student's 
most important working tool. Enables you 
tao find any principal verse in the Bible. 
Lists Scriptures with the same word, refers 
to other Scriptures with similar words. 
More than 200,000 references to both King 
James and American Standard versions. 
783 pages. $3.50 
Prayer—Asking and Recéiving by Dr. John 
R- Rice. This book is so practical and simply 
written that anyone can read it.and really 
learn to get his prayers answered: Learn 
what the Bible says about fasting and 
prayer, praying through, what things to 
pray for. Let this book revolutionize and 
transform your prayer life! 160,000 copies 
in print. 328 pages $2.50 
Stories to Tell Boys and Girls. Compiled 
and edited by Al Bryant. Here are 33 
wholesome stories for the children’s hour. 
Graphié, simple language and a good lésson 
make them ideal for reading aloud to your 
children. They will make a profound spirit- 
ual impression on children from pre-school 
age on up. 192 pages $2.50 
Twelve Treméndous Themes, by John R. 
Rice. New revised edition. Great doctrines 
of the Bible explained in simple, colorful 
language. Many Scriptures, and warm 
evangelistic appeal. Twelve big chapters, 249 
pages, $2.5 
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Clip and Mail this Coupon 


Buy One—Get One Free 


SWORD BOOK CLUB 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Please send me Dr. R, A. Torrey’s helpful book, Personal Work in 
Soul Winning, as my Free Membership Gift book. Send as my firat 
Book Club Selection the book checked below. I enclose $ ; 


[J Peace with God by Billy 

Graham $2 
{] Cruden’s Concordance ____$3 
2 


[} Christ & the Inheritance 
0 ae nee $2.50 
0 [] The Home: Coartship, 
" Marriage & Childrén _..$2.50 


{] Prayer—Asking and 


Receiving $2.5 ‘With Christ A 
[} Stories to Tell Boys a the Lost cas $3.60 
Girls . $2.50 ([) Christian’s Secret of 
= ine Is the Kingdom ~._$3.00 a Happy Life —......__- $2.00 
ve Tremendous [] The ‘Gading Kingdom 
emes ’ $2.50 of Christ $2.00 


Enroll me as a member of the Sword Book Club and send me th 
Sword Book Club News each month, so I can decide whether I caee 
the next month’s selection. My only obligation is to buy four regular 
s€iectiona or alternates a year, and to pay within 7 days for all books 
I allow to come to me. That I faithfully promise to do. For each four 
books I purchase I will receive a Free Bonus Book. I may resign my 
membership at any time after buying four books. 


Mr. 
Mrs, 
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The Home: Courtship, Marriage 
and Children. A Bible manual of 
22 chapters on every phase of 
family life. Here is a frank yet 
chaste discussion of every sort 
of home problem by Dr. John R. 
Rice. All 381 pages fairly bristle 
with practical illustrations and — 
helpful suggestions _.... $2.50 


Thine Is the Kingdom. Follow 
Inspector MacKellar as he foils 
the plans of a ruthless commu- 
nist spy-ring in this absorbing 
Christian novel of danger and 
intrigue in northern Qntario. 
First prize-winner in Zondervan 
Publisher’s $5,000 Second An- 
nual International Christian Fiction Con- 
test. By J. H. Hunter. 288 pages .__. $3.00 


With Christ After the Lost, written by Dr. 
L. R. Scarborough and revised by Dr. E. D. 
Head. An excellent text for soul winning 
and evangelism classes. Wonderful Scrip- 
ture illustrations and help for those who 
would be soul winners. Very popular in 


Southern Baptist circles. Every pastor who 
earnestly wants to win souls should have 
a copy. 291 pages 


Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life, by Han- 
0 nah Whitall Smith. Reveals that a life of 


The Sword Book Club is a Christian service offered 
, to help the best Christians who need the service 
and appreciate it. Please do not join this book club unless you are 
a good, reliable Christian who will cooperate fully with the book 
club. Please read the rules.at bottom of this page very carefully. 
We furnish the Book Club News FREE every month so you can 
decidé whether you want the first selection or other alternates that 
are offered and know what are the best: new books available. 
We pay the postage FREE on all books bought through the book 
club. {If you buy books without joining the book club, we must 
require you to pay 15c postage and packing charges.) We give 
this fine clothbound book, Personal Work in Soul Winning, by Dr. 
Torrey FREE when you join. With every fourth selection or alter- 
nate you buy from the Sword Book Club you get another fine 


$3.00 


victory over sin is the privilege of every 
Christian and it unfolds the way in which 
that victory becomes our possession. Nearly 
2 million copies sold. 248 pages ~___- $2.00 


The Coming Kingdom of Christ, by John R. 
Rice. New revised edition of this great and 
popular book on the second coming of 
Christ, the regathering of Israel, judgment 
of the nations, Christ’s reign on earth, the - 
rapture of the saints; corrects false teach- 
ing about signs; shows Jesus may come at 
any moment. 202 pages, 


$2.00. 


dividend book absolutely FREE. We cannot go to the expense 
and trouble of furnishing this service and these savings except 
to good Christians who mean business, who will send in the sub- 
stitution-rejection blank promptly when they do not want a book 
or when they want any book besides the main selection offered; 
who will agree not to return any book to us without special per- 
mission; and who will pay for every book promptly when it comes, 
at the very latest within seven days after it is received, without 
waiting for a bill. The Sword Book Club has no credit policy. 
We cannot send bills. Books must be paid for from the invoice 
enclosed. 25c extra will be charged every time we have to send 
a bill. Don’t join the Sword Book Club unless you are a sincere, 
steady Christian who needs Christian literature and will help us 
to save you the money and get you the books you need. 


A Tremendous Book Offer You Can’t Afford to Miss! 


For. 9 years the Sword Book Club has 
been ‘selecting the very finest Christian 
books for its members AT TREMENDOUS 


SAVINGS IN MONEY AND TIME. How | 
many times have you bought a highly ad- 


vertised book which turned out to ‘be 
a terrible disappointment? Here is a plan 
that can end these disappointments for you. 


How the Sword Book Club Operates 


Each month our panel of seven famous 
judges select from the recent Christian 
books their choice of the finest. and most 
needed k. This book ig then carefully 
described along with alternate books in -the 
Sword Book CGlub News—your monthly 
preview folder. You then decide whether 
you want the main selection, an alternate 
describéd in the Club News—or NO BOOK 
AT ALLI Your only obligation is to take 
4 books each year from the more than 60 
books off in a year. If you want the 
month’s first selection you do nothing; 
it will come automatically. If you do not 
want ag want an alternate selection 


ership at any time 
after you have purchased a total of four 


gatisfied by the wide select 


books, or continue as a member and receive 
a FREE DIVIDEND BOOK with each 4th 
ook you buy. You not only get all of 
he help of the judges in choosing the 
books: for your library, but you also get 1 
book free for every 4 books you buy. 


Why We Make This Offer 


We are sure you will agree with our more 
than 5,000 present Book Club members that 
this is America’s best Christian book- 
buying plan. Therefore as an inducement 
to you to try it and see, we offer you 
Torrey’s practical k, Personal Werk in 
Soul Winning, E with your first selec- 
ping from the nine books listed above, You 
are bound to find your tasté in books 
books, bi hies, ficti me mt ra 

s, biograp 4 on an ren’s 
books offered. ; 


MAIL -COUPON 


But you. cannot appreciate all of the 
advantages of being a member until you 
try it! Here is your gelden opportunity to 
join today. and begin enjoying all the privi- 
leges.of membership. Just clip the coupon, 
choose your books and send it. TODAY 
with check or M. O.—before you forget. 


‘Sword Book Club -- Wheaton, Illinois 


..«Christmas Gifts 


(Continued from page 2) 


gift was sent as a token of friend- 
ship from you. 


If you want the first issue of 
your Christmas gift subscription 
to THE SWORD OF THE LORD to ar- 
rive by Christmas, be sure that we 
receive the subscription by Decem- 
ber 1. But if we receive the sub- 
scription by December 10 we can 
still send the Christmas card in 
adequate time to say that the gift 


tis on its way. Hurry, and do not 


let your loved ones and friends 
be disappointed. 


12'4c a Mortth When Sent to 
All the Resident Families 
of a Church 


Christmastime would be a won- 
derful time to send THE SworD OF 
THE Lorp to all the families in 
your church. Sometimes church 
boards get together and decide 
that the small expense involved 
will repay itself many. times over 


growth of members whefi THE 
SwoRD OF THE LorpD is sent to 
every resident family in the 
church. A number of churches 
have -been transformed by this 
plan. Sometimes the pastor will 
lead .in the matter. Sometimes 
other spiritual Christians who see 
the need will bring the matter up. 
Sometimes a meh’s Bible class, or 
the young people’s society will 
take this as a special project. It 
may be that one good Christian 
would be willing to pay for THE 
SwWoRD OF THE Lorp for every resi- 
dent family in the church. ; 

Here is our plan. If someone 


| undertakes to.send THE SworD oF 


THE Lerp to every resident: family 
in the church, you may have sub- 
scriptions at the rock-bottom rate 
of.$1.50 per year. Or the church 
treasurer may send a check each 
month, and in that case the rate 
will be 1215c per month per family. 
One .bundred families would thus 
get THE SWorD OF THE LorD for 
$12.50 per month. An individual 
may take on the subscriptions with 
this plan..Let‘us hear from you. 

Ofcourse you will send full 
names’ and. addresses and -the 
each wéek: : 

If you are interéstéd you could 
probably get sample copies of THE 
SWORD OF THE. LorD. and show them 
in a church service or at a commit- 
tee meeting and get others to join 
you in sending THE Sworp to 
every family in the church. 

In many eases the church might 
like to have a “Sword of the Lord 
Sunday” when the pastor, or some 
other suitable person, would give 
a five-minute talk on the benefits 
of THE SWORD OF THE LoRD, would 
give out sample copies to all who 
wish them, and would appoint 
someone to take subscriptions and 
send in the money and the names. 


But Everybody Can Send at 


Least 3 Subscriptions for $5 

It may be that you cannot send 
25 or more subscriptions. But 
néarly every reader of this paper 
will know at least 3 homes or 
families to whom you ‘hope to give 
Christmas presents. Practically 
every reader could send ‘THE 
SWORD OF THE Lorp to three homes 
as a Christmas gift for only $5. 
(In Canada and foreign countries 
$6.50 for 3 one-year subscriptions. ) 

Please rush your subscriptions. 
There will be a flood of them just 
before the Christmas holidays, so 
let us have the names and address- 
es as soon as possible, with your 
accompanying check or money 
order. Will you hurry? 

Address the Sword of the Lord, 
Wheaton, Illinois. 


~ | papers would go’ directly to them 


AN IDEAL BIRTHDAY GIFT 


PRG R EEE 


A friend having a birthday? 
That’s the ideal time to send THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. We'll 
send a lovely two-color birthday 
card, announcing your gift. 


Look-over your birthday list now 
and see who would enjoy a year of 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD! 
Only $2:50 in the U. S. A., $3.00 
for Canadian or foreign subscrip- 
tions. | 
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ie Going 
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prison break, What magic images 
we conjure up. Home. Loved ones, 
Childhood scenes. Friends of long 
ago. Busily memory’s fingers paint 
pictures on the canvas of our 
heart. 


«Iq it’s home again, and home 
again, and home again for me. 
My heart is turning homeward, 
and it’s there I long to be.” 


T am dreaming of a white Christ- 
mas. When I remember that my six 
boys have never built a snowman, 
or thrown a snowball, or tracked 
a cottontail rabbit through fresh 
snow, I feel queer inside. Won’t 
the six and their sister be a gang 
to watch in a world all new? 


God planted that love for home 
in the human heart. Better still, 
He has spoken to us about the 
Home of the soul. He has revealed 
what every man and woman ought 
to take into account, that: 

“This world is not my home, 

I’m just a passing through.” 


The Fact of That Eternal 
Home 


Heaven is not a dream or a 
fancy. It-is a home prepared by 
Jesus Christ for all who have 
trusted in Him. As our Lord pre- 
pared to leave this earth, He said, 
“I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also.” 


The Bible gives many facts 
about Heaven. But if it told me 
no more than the words’ just 
quoted, I would know it is a mar- 
velous place. Think of it. A place 
for me, fashioned by the hands of 
Jesus Christ. I am so glad I have 
trusted Him as my Saviour. 


Pepper Martin, the Cardinal’s 
World Series hero, was_ asked, 
“What is your ambition?” 

He replied, ‘‘My ambition is to go 
to Heaven.” 

His questioner guffawed, 
wanta play a harp, eh,?” 

Pepper Martin answered, ‘Mis- 
ter, I don’t think that’s funny... 
If there’s anything wrong in read- 
ing the Bible every day and be- 
lieving what’s in it; if there’s any- 
thing wrong in a man wanting to 
go back to the soil and live the 
plain life of a farmer; if there’s 
anything wrong in raising vege- 
tables and loving animals; if 
there’s anything funny about 
wanting to go to Heaven when you 
die—then I’m afraid life isn’t 
worth living.” 

Heaven is a place prepared for 
a prepared people. No man or 
woman, no matter how good or 
seemingly worthy, will enter 
Heaven unless in this life he has 
turned from his sin to Jesus Christ. 
Not only so, but no unregenerate 
man or woman would enjoy 
Heaven. 

I think it was Moody who told 
the fable of the crane that was 
feeding on snails at the waterside 
when a great white swan flew 
down and alighted nearby. The 
crane stretched out his long neck 
and asked the swan, ‘Where have 
you come from?” 

“From Heaven,” 
swan. 


“You 


answered the 
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ror Heaven? said the crane. 


I never heard of. that place. Is it : 


far from here?” 

“Oh, yes.” 

“Is it better than this place?” 

“Oh, yes. Much better.” 3 

And the swan began to describe 
the glories of Heaven,. its lakes 
and rivers, its flowers, its climate. 
The old crane listened carefully. 
Finally he asked, “Are there snails 
there?” 


Indignantly the swan answered, 


“Such repulsive things are not|% ae 


permitted in Heaven.” 

“Very well,” said the crane, 
“you keep your Heaven. I don’t 
want it. I want snails.” 

That fable contains a_ great 
truth. No unconverted man can 
understand the real value of 
Heaven. Without a new heart and 
new desires, a man would find 
Heaven to be as Hell. To prepare 
for Heaven it is necessary to turn 
from all known sin and trust in 
Jesus Christ. The Bible tells of 
the traitor, Judas, going “to his 
own place.” Elsewhere, it says of 
that wonderful mother, Hannah, 
and her husband, “And they went 
unto their own home.” Your de- 
cision about Jesus will determine 
your destiny. 


Family and Friends in That 


Eternal Home 


God wants to save _ families. 
Household salvation is a wonderful 
thing. Father, Mother,“f ask you 
in Job’s words, “Wilt thou believe 
him, that he will bring home thy 
seed?” Live for God and cry to 
Him to save your precious chil- 
dren. 

How comforting is the promise 
made by God’s messengers to the 
harlot Rahab. “Bind this line of 
scarlet thread in the window. 
and thou shalt bring thy father, 
and thy mother, and thy brethren, 
and all thy father’s household 
home unto thee.”’ Let us plead the 
merit of the crimson blood of 
Christ for every one of our loved 
ones. 


What friendships will be ours in 


Heaven, Think of talking with 
prophets and martyrs! We will 
ask Daniel about his night in the 
lion’s den. The three Hebrew 
youths will tell of their test in 
the fiery furnace. Jeremiah and 
Isaiah who wept and sang and 
waited for the vindication of the 


righteousness of God will be our| 


intimate companions. Oh, the glory 
of it! 

Redeemed folks will be there 
from jungles and deserts, from 
tropical islands and snowy Siber- 
ian wastes. They will come from 
every kindred and tongue and 
people and nation. But all will have 
something in common with that 
soldier boy, dying in Egypt. He 
asked an American lady to sing. 
The sun’s rays were slanting down 
on the yellow waters of the Nile. 
She sang, 

Yes, well gather at the river, 
The beautiful, the beautiful river. 
Jather with the saints at the river, 
That flows by the throne of God. 


When the song was ended the 
lady looked into the bright face of 
the lad—he was not over twenty— 
and said, ‘Will you be there?” 

“Yes, I'll be there through what 
the Lord Jesus has done for me,” 
he answered, his blue eyes shining. 
Then he died. 


Only two kinds of people leave 
this world. There are those who 
have been redeemed through their 
personal trust in Jesus Christ. And 
there are those who have never 
repented of their sins, never Be 
their trust in Him. 


Voltaire, the French atheist, lost 
no opportunity to scoff at religion. 
Once when he was dining with the 
King of Prussia, he said, “I would 
sell my place in Heaven for a Prus- 
sian dollar.” 


“Mr. Voltaire,” said a stout ber- 
gomaster, “in Prussia we never 
buy costly goods without feeling 
sure of the owner’s right to them. 
If you can prove your right to a 
place in Heaven, I will buy it for 
$10,000.”” For once the atheist had 
no reply. 

How different is the case of 
every true Christian who has 
heard the Saviour say, “Fear not; 
for I have redeemed thee, I have 
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called thee by thy name; thou art 
mine.’ 


The Father in That Eternal 
Home 


Jesus called Heaven “my Fath- 
er’s house.” After hearing that 
wonderful statement, Thomas said, 
“Lord, we know not whither thou 
goest.”” Jesus replied, “I am the 
way, the truth, and the life: no 
man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me. If ye had known me, ye 
should have known my Father also: 
and from hence forth ye know 
him, and have seen him... he 
that hath seen me hath seen the 
Father.” 


No human being has meant more 
to me than my precious dad. What 
a tower of strength he is to. me! 
While life lasts I shall never forget 
parting with him in the U.S.A. I 
was soon to leave for South 
America. He was obeying a more 


Africa as a missionary dentist. I 
remember the last strong grip of 
his hand as he swung aboard the 
train to begin a journey halfway 
round the world. Afterward, our 
family came to Argentina. But we 
have not lost touch. Fellowship 
with Dad is wonderful. Any letter 
from him makes a bad day 
bright for me and a good day 
better. 


But is someone reading this who 
knows not God, or the love of a 
human father? Oh, heed the loving 
voice of God. He says to you, “Son, 
daughter, give me-your heart.” 


I.read of a father who was 
greatly troubled about his’ son 
that had gone wrong and was ill 
and despondent. The boy, trem- 
bling and fearful, wrote to his 
father. The father sent a 
telegram in reply. It con- 
sisted of one word—‘‘Home’’—and 
it was signed, ‘‘Father.’”’ The Gos- 
pel of our Lord Jesus Christ is 
God’s telegram to every sinner. It 
invites you “Home” and is signed, 
“Father.” 


The Finality of That 
Eternal Home 


“Man goeth to his long home” 
(Eccl. 12:5). Nothing seems firm, 
nothing steady in this last age of 
the world’s history. Thousands of 
desperate souls, without anchor, 
choose suicide. Self-destruction is 
pathetic and profitless. It only 
plunges the lost soul into an end- 
less Hell. But Christians are not 
pushed through that door of dark- 
ness. Jesus says, “Let not your 
heart be troubled...in my Father’s 
house are many mansions.” 

A fierce storm was sweeping 
the Great Lakes. A steam tug tow- 
ing a barge began to flounder. The 
captain and his mates took to a 
small boat. All night long they 
tossed to and fro, every instant in 
jeopardy of their lives. In the 
morning they were rescued by a 
passing ship. The captains after- 
ward testified that all the long 
night as they were beaten and 
tossed by the tempest there was 
one thing which nerved their arms 
and kept their hearts from sinking 
in despair. It was this: .shining 
through the darkness and the 
storm they saw the lights of home. 

Friend, put sin behind your back 
and take Jesus into your heart. 
Get a vision of the lights of 
Heaven and walk toward it. Not 
that the Christian life is always 
easy. At times you may ask: 


O Lord? 
The clouds are dark and still, 
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Count Your Blessings! 


make a holy resolve that, in the 
light of all God’s wonderful bless- 
ings, my life will glorify Him. 
Years ago, in Gary, Indiana, a 
man from Rock Island, Illinois, 
came to visit me as I conducted 
revival services in Gary. We sat 
in my hotel room together. Some 
two years before the dear man 
had heard me preach in Jackson, 
Michigan. He recently had been 
widowed and was left in loneli- 
ness. The depression and hard 
times had robbed him of his 
cherished job. He heard me 
preach on “Ye Have Not Be- 
cause Ye Ask Not.” He said that 
that was the first time he ever 
heard that it was all right to ask 
God for a job. As he sat in my 
hotel room with his hands upon 


Each step brings some fresh hill! 

|I thought the way would brighter 
grow 

And that the 
would glow 

And joyous songs from free hearts 
flow. 

Is THIS the right road home? 


sun with warmth 


“Yes, child! this very path I trod, 

The clouds were dark for Me, 

The stony path was hard to tread:. 

Not sight but faith can see 

That at the end the sun shines 
bright, 

Forever where there is no night, 

And, glad hearts. rest from earth’s 
fierce fight, 

It IS the Right Road Home!” 


You are bound for somewhere 
eternally. You can give yourself to 
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TT 


his knees and with tears trick- 
ling down his cheeks, he told me 
his story. He had prayed and the 
next day he had gotten a job in 
the big manufacturing plant whére 
he wanted to work, in the very 
department he chose under a fore- 
man whom he greatly admired. 
Then he had been transferred to 
Rock Island, Illinois, for a better 
job. While there he found a little 
church where he was happy :and 
where he heard the Gospel. He 
prayed for God to give him some 
work to do and God led him to 
teach an adult class. The church 
then elected him as assistant pas- 
tor. Then he prayed again and 
God sent an evangelist and a 
great revival with many, many 
souls saved. He told me how his 
whole life was transformed and 


‘how his empty heart: was filled 


with blessings. He said, “After 
all He has done for me, Brother 
Rice. . .” and he broke into sobs, 
then continued, “. . . after all He 
has done for me I will serve 
Him—lI will serve Him ’til I die!’ 

As I said then, so say I again, 
“And so will I!” | 

“Bless the Lord, O my soul: 
and all that is within me, bless his 
holy name. Bless the Lord, O my 
soul, and forget not all his bene- 
fits: Who forgiveth all thine in- 
iquities; who healeth all thy dis- 
eases; Who redeemeth thy life 
from destruction; who crowneth 
thee with lovingkindness and ten- 
der mercies; Who satisfieth thy 


mouth with good things; so that 
thy youth is renewed like the 
eagle’s”—Ps. 103:1-5. 


So, we close as we began, “Bless 
the Lord, O my soul!” 


Is the Bible the Word of God? 


(Continued from page 1) 


equivalent expression. He could 
never claim lightly and hypro- 
critically to speak by divine 
authority if he did not mean what 
he said. Evidently he believed 
with all his soul that what he 
had to say to the Thessalonian 
Christians was the genuine Word 
of God which ought to be heard 
and obeyed. Nor was he speaking 
only of the paragraph in which 
this fragmentary quotation oc- 
curs, for in I’ Thessalonians 2:13 he 
said also: 

“For this cause also thank we 
God without ceasing, because when 
ye received the word of God which 
ye heard of us, ye received it not.as 
the word of men, but as it is in 
truth, the word of God, which 
effectually worketh also in you 
that believe.” 


The entire contents of the mes- 
sage, including both the writings 
of the Old Testament which he 
quoted and also the addresses 
which he gave and the letters that 
he wrote, were to be regarded as 
in truth the Word of God, true 
in content, revelational in charac- 
ter, and final in authority. There 
can be no doubt that Paul of Tar- 
sus believed that the Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures and also the ad- 


ditional revelation that the Holy. 


Spirit gave through him as he 
wrote were the Word of God which 
could answer effectively and con- 
clusively the questions of the 
Christians who addressed them to 
him. 


In the twentieth century the 
Christian believer holds that the 
entire Bible constitutes the Word 
of God. He accepts it as the only 
reliable guide to the understanding 
of the method and purpose of God 
in dealing with humanity. <Act- 
ing on that assumption, he pro- 
ceeds to evaluate his own status 
before God by its declaration con- 
cerning him, to trust its promises 
for his salvation, and to obey its 
precepts without protest. If he 
were unsure of its authority he 
would scarcely suffer voluntarily 
the humiliation of being declared 
a sinner, alienated from God and 
helpless to save himself, nor would 
he submit to the restraints which 
it mposes. Only the conviction 
that the Bible is the Word of God 
ean make a man bow his will to 
the truth. 

Not all men nor all scenticielaie 
Christians do so believe. One 
recent writer of a systematic 


The stony path is sharp and_hard, 


theology says of the Bible: 


“It contains many inconsisten- 
cies and inaccuracies, but it may 
nevertheless present truth of such 
profound worth as to make the in- 
accuracves seem inconsequential.” 


In fairness to the author one 
should state that he claims to be- 
lieve in the “inspiration” of the 
Scriptures, and that the Bible 
contains a larger element of di- 
vine truth than any other single 
book ever written. He grants that 
it stands unique among all other 
books for its wisdom and for its 
uplifting influence. Nevertheless 
the plain meaning of these words 
and their context is that the 


facts and in many of its judg- 
ments. 

If the Bible as originally writ- 
ten is not imerrant in its facts 
and in its judgments, by what 
criterion are its readers to dis- 
tinguish the truth from the error 
and to accept the one while re- 
jecting the other? Individual 
judgment is fallible. Even if the 
truth in Scripture is discernable 
by private judgment or even by 
the direction of the Holy Spirit, 
the possibility of subjective error 
in the individual would only mag- 
nify the assumed element of ev- 
ror in the text. The result would 
be a very uncertain § authority 
from which one could expect no 
satisfactory answer for his deepest 
questions. 

Such is not the tone of Paul’s 
statement in Thessalonians. He 
has no doubt whatsoever that he 
speaks on the authority of God. 
Whether Paul were referring to 
some utterance of Christ when he 
said, “by the word of the Lord,” 
or to a new revelation made di- 
rectly to him, the meaning is the 
same. He believed the source of 
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the answer which he gave to the 
Thessalonians was the final, 
authoritative revelation of God. 

What reasons can be advanced 
for such a belief? Can the Bible, 
which represents the total record 
of special revelation, be thus ac- 
cepted? 

It is not our purpose to deal 
with every attack that has been 
made upon the integrity of the 


_ Seriptures, nor to attempt to re- 


concile ‘every difficulty of inter- 
pretation that may be cited. We 
shall attempt rather to show how 
the Bible can justify its claim to 
be a unique, reliable, and authori- 
tative revelation from God dif- 
ferent from any other book. 


Universality 

First of all, the Bible, if it 
is a revelation from God, must 
be universal in its application. 
God does not speak for only one 
people or for only one culture 
or for only one period of history. 
Even though His revelation may 
be.given at one time, in one place, 
and at one stage of history, its 
truth must be of universal validi- 
ty if it is to be useful to the 
generations following. The Bible 
fits this requirement. 

Written largely by Jews, be- 
longing to one of the most ex- 
clusive of nations, it still appeals 
to readers of every race, color, 
and climate. It speaks a universal 
language of the heart, regardless 
of the tongue in which it is read. 

Written by ancients who never 
saw or even dreamed of our modern 
civilization with its new modes 
of thought and with its marvellous 
inventions, it is still the “best 
seller” on the bookstands. 

Written in one obscure corner 
of the globe in what the modern 
world would call a “backward” 
civilization, it appeals to men of 
all climates and conditions. 

Written in two tongues which 
are not now spoken by any larg 
proportion of the world’s popula- 
tion, it is eminently translatable 
and ‘can more readily than most 
-books be rendered into’ the 
thought of all peoples and races. 

Written by wise men, its stories 
and’ precepts are understandable 
to the simplest child, and yet its 
profundity can occupy the life 
study of the most learned scholar. 

In this Book is history for the 
student, wisdom for the philoso- 
pher, counsel for the perplexed, 
comfort for the sorrowing, and 
courage for the defeated. There 
is no*age, place, or circumstance 
which something in it will not fit. 
What mind constructed this Book 
which is both ancient and modern? 
What committee prepared this 
anthology of wisdom that fits all 
hamanity? Who except God Him- 
self could have anticipated the 
needs of a world? 


Accuracy 


A second reason for believing 
the Bible to be the word of God 
is its historical accuracy. . One 
ought to observe carefully that 
historical accuracy does not make 
it the Word of God, but rather 
confirms it as the Word of God. 
Any one of us might write a 
letter which could be proved by 
critical investigation to be truth- 
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ful in every detail, but its truth- 
fulness would not necessarily 
make it a divine revelation. On 
the other hand, we could’ not ac- 
cept the Bible as of divine ori- 
gin if it could be proved errone- 
ous in its statements. God. does 
not lie, -nor does He commit er- 
rors of judgment. 


Careful distinction should be 
drawn between a statement that 
is unverified and a statement that 
is false. Some records ‘in the Bible 
cannot be proved true because 
proper historical evidence is lack- 
ing, but that does not mean that 
they are untrue. On the other 
hand, on many occasions the Bible 
has been shown to-’speak accurate- 
ly when its detractors have denied 
its truthfulness because they could 
not substantiate its claims with 
historical proof. 


For instance, during the French 
Revolution the Bible’s claim to 
antiquity was assailed because it 
was supposed that the art of 
writing was unknown when much 
of the Scripture claimed to be 
written. Today archaeologists 
have shown that the art of writing 
is at least as old as Abraham, and 
perhaps much older. Theoretically 
it would have been possible for 
Abraham to have carried records 
on clay tablets from Ur of the 
Chaldees to his new home in 
Palestine, and to have tran- 
scribed them on parchment which 
he could have bequeathed to his 
descendants, 


In more reeent times the ac- 
curacy of the book of Acts was 
challenged because it used certain 
terms that could not be found in 
any other records of the first 
century. In Acts 17:6 the author 
says that Jason and certain other 
men were dragged before’ the 
“rulers of the city,” or, as the 
Greek term names’ them, the 
“nolitarchs.” Nowhere else was 
the word ever found as a title 
of city magistrates in Thessa- 
loniea, and the skeptics accussed 
the author of Acts of fabricating 
it. In.the middle of the nineteenth 
century a fragment of a Roman 
arch was found there which not 
only used the word in an inscrip- 
tion, but which contained names 
similar to those that appear in 
the Pauline epistles.2 The truth 
of Acts was thus amply vindi- 
cated. 


Little by little archaeological 
and literary discoveries have con- 
firmed the statements of the 
Bible and have demonstrated that 
they belong to the realm of fact 
rather than to the realm of fic- 
tion. If some unresolved problems 
still remain, the burden of proof 
lies on those who question the 
accuracy of the Scriptures rather 
than on those who defend them. 

The Bible is scientifically ac- 
curate in the sense that it makes 
no extravagant or foolish claims. 
One should always remember that 
there is a difference between what 
is nonscientific and what is un- 
scientific. By nonscientific is 
meant the use of language which 
is non-technical, and which may 
be descriptively correct without 
being technically exact. For inst- 
ance, one may speak of a sun- 
set, although the sun really does 
not set; it is the earth that moves. 
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Just so the Bible describes natur- 


-al phenomena ..in terms. of the.day 


in which it was written, but it 


‘does not stoop ‘tothe follies and 


exaggerations which generally 
characterized that era. Why is it 
that in.a time when the majority 
of the men thought that the earth 
was flat and that the sun and 


planets revolved around it, that 


one of the biblical writers said, 
“He stretcheth ‘out the north 
over the empty place, and hangeth 
the earth upon nothing.” _ (Job 
26:7)? How does it happen that 
the Bible is so free from super- 
stition and erroneous ideas about 


” 


science? Had it been written in 
the language of the modern la- 
boratory it would have ‘been un- 
intelligible to the men for the 
benefit of whom it was produced. 


The Bible is psychologically -ac- 
curate, not in the sense that it 
uses modern psychological terms, 
but in the sense that it is true 
to the facts about human nature 
and that it treats these facts im- 
partially. When an Egyptian king 
met defeat,.he usually refrained 
from recording his disasters on 
the monuments that he erected. 
He was much more likely to 
chisel the name of his predecessor 
off the statue that carried a list 
of victories, and to put his own 
name in its place. The Bible, 
on the other’ hand, is filled 
with the stories of reverses 
and failures. It narrates unblush- 
ingly the errors and transgressions 
of the nation of Israel as well as 
the victories that it achieved. The 
biographies of such heroes. as 
Moses, David, Elijah, -and others 
are not. written in flattering 
superlatives. Their shortcomings 
and sins are openly exposed to 
the gaze of the world. Although 
théy were devout servants of God 
\hey are not represented as im- 
possibly virtuous. Moses lost his 
temper, and consequently forfeited 
an opportunity to enter Canaan. 
(Num. 20:8-12). David committed 
the triple crime of adultery, de- 
ceit, and murder (II Sam, 11:1- 
17). Elijah gave way to despond- 
ency, and asked that he might 


die, whereupon God handed him 


his resignation (I Kings 19:1-16). 
With perfect candor the Bible por- 
trays men just as they. are with 
all their human foibles and Sins, 
and the penetrating analysis they 
give anticipates the shrewdest 
psychological judgments of modern 
times. 


Most startling of all, the Bible 
is accurate in its prediction of 
the future. Seven hundred years 
before Christ Babylon was the 
dominant city of the Middle East. 
Built on a fertile plain by the 
Euphrates river, it was encircled 
by walls more than forty miles 
in circumference, thirty-five feet 
high and ‘eighty feet wide. On the 
top of the wall was a roadway 
on which four chariots could be 
driven abreast. The walls were 
pierced by one hundred bronze 
gates, through which the traffic 
of the city flowed. The interior 
of the walls was lined with tile. 
River traffic from the Euphrates 
was cared for by the wharves and 
quays which bordered the streets. 
The palaces, temples, and public 
buildings were magnificently fin- 
ished in glazed tiles which even 
today preserve their rich colors 
and ornate designs. Artificial 
gardens containing plants and 
trees from every quarter of the 
known world adorned the city. 
Babylon was the military and 
commercial center of the world, 
and seemed likely to maintain 
her ascendancy for centuries to 
come. 


At the very height of her pros- 
perity and power the prophets of 
Judah predicted that she would 
fall. Isaiah, in whose lifetime 
Babylon rose to supremacy, wrote: 


“And Babylon, the glory of king- 
doms, the beauty of the Chaldees’ 
excellency, shall be as when God 
overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. 
It shall never be inhabited, neither 
shall it be dwelt in from genera- 


| tion to generation: neither shall 


the Arabian pitch tent there; 
neither shall the shepherds make 
their fold there. But wild beasts 
of the desert shall lie there; and 
their houses shall be full of dole- 
ful creatures; and owls shall dwell 
there, and satyrs shall dance there. 
And the wild beasts of the islands 
shall cry in their desolate houses, 
and dragons in the pleasant places: 
and her time is near to come, and 
her days shall not be prolonged.” 


—Isa. 13:19-22. 


(Continued from page 9) 


Jesus Christ just now. Will you do 
it? 

I close with the testimony = of 
D. J. Fant, -Sr., a railroad man 
who gave himself to Jesus. Christ. 
On his final day of active service 
he wrote: 


‘Tonight I expect to make my 
last run. When I get into At- 
lanta tomorrow ‘morning, I shall 
not railroad any more. But I do 
not mean to stop work. I expect 
to serve my Master’as long as I 
am in the flesh, but now neces- 
sarily in a different way. 

“Of course it will be hard to 
readjust myself. A person can- 
not wash the habits of fifty 
years off with soap and water. 
I have precious memories: the 
fascination of a fast express 
running through the early morn- 
ing hours;—the musical roar of 
a heavy steel train striking a 
high trestle, then a shorter roa 
on one not so long; the long 
mountain grade from Tugalo to 
Mount Airy; the pounding of a 
big Pacific-type engine with 210 
pounds of steam pressure as it 
echoes through the mountain 
guiches; the roar of two big 

- trains as they pass on a double 


Home 


track with the friendly wink of 
a fellow engineer’s headlight’on 
the opposite side. How could I 
forget the glory of the moon 
and stars, the break of day, and 
the gradual eclipse of darkness 
with the light of the rising sun? 
To see the mountains over in the 
Smokies being. encircled by the 
morning’s light? Then to come 
to the end of the run is like the 
grand finale of a noted pianist 
who has touched every key, and 
then rises as the audience stands 
with him in the highest pitch 
of joy and expectation. No artist 
can paint such a scene! : 

‘Tf I, like Hezekiah of old, 
coul@ have fifteen years added 
to my life, I would not ask the 
Lord for that. To me the future 
is too inviting. ‘The end of the 
run means home and Heaven 
and joy and rest. The labors of 
life will be past. So I am not 
burdened with care, nor re- 
morseful over disappointment. 
My back is to the night, and my 
face is to the rising sun. I 
want to meet you at the Grand 
Central Terminal—at the dawn 
of eternity.” 

— THE END — 


. # 


For Isaiah to utter this pro- 
phecy about Babylon in the eighth 
century before Christ . seemed 
about as sensible as for some 
long-haired fanatic in New Zea- 
land to predict the same thing 
about New York or Chicago to- 
day. Did not Babylon possess the 
world’s greatest military. might? 
Did she not control the markets 
and the purse strings of the 
Orient? Did she not number the 
world’s wisest men in her uni- 
versity and in her courts of law? 
Did not the fertile valleys of the 
Euphrates and Tigris provide 
ample food for her teeming popu- 
lation? What other power was 
there that could match her eco- 
nomic or military strength? Such 
a prediction as that of Isaiah 
seemed utterly ridiculous. 

Isaiah did not live to see his 
prediction fulfilled, but - it was 
earried out to the letter. Today 
Babylon is a heap of ruins. Its 
commerce has vanished and_ its 
glories have fled. Its ruins have 
been a quarry for vandals and a 
happy hunting ground for archae- 
ologists. The once great city has 
utterly fallen. God wrote its doom 
in His Word centuries before the 
final collapse came; but though 
it came slowly, it came surely. 
The voice of the prophet spoke 
truth. 


Nor is the fate of Babylon mere 
coincidence. With equally striking 
precision the fate of other nations 
and cities—Edom, Moab, Nineveh, 
Tyre—has been foretold and ful- 
filled. The Bible has written his- 
tory in advance too often to be 
dismissed as lucky guessing or as 
mere chance. 


Unity 
A third reason for believing the 
Bible to be the Word of God is 
its remarkable unity. If God really 
is its Author, the Book should have 
one purpose, One message and one 
goal. Yet at first glance its unity 


is not apparent. It was not writ-. 


ten at one time, but the manu- 
scripts from which it has descend- 
ed were inscribed at various inter- 
vals during a period of fifteen 
hundred years. Its authors did not 
belong to any one group or class 
of people, except that nearly all 
of them were Hebrews. Moses was 
an executive and military leader. 
David was a king. Amos was a 
farmer and herdsman. Isaiah was 
a Statesman. Solomon was a sa- 
vant and a diplomat. Jeremiah was 
a preacher. Daniel was a prime 
minister. Paul was an ex-rabbi. 
Peter was a fisherman, Luke, the 
only Gentile, was a physician. 
‘Nevertheless, in spite of their 
different viewpoints, characters, 
education and literary ability, the 
works which these men produced 
fitted together to make a Book 
of one message. 

This Book’ was not written 
within the unifying influence of 
one culture. The Pentateuch was 
influenced by Egypt, as its vo- 
cabulary shows. Joshua, Judges, 
Samuel -reflect Canaanite  influ- 
ences. Daniel and Ezekiel were 
produced under the rule of Baby- 
lon. Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah 


and Esther have a Persian back- 


ground, as have Haggai and Zech- 
ariah. The whole New Testament 
is tinged with the Greco-Roman 
civilization of the first century. 
No one of these cultures or civi- 
lizations, however, can account for 
the spiritual dynamic ‘that flour- 
ishes within the pages. of. the 
Bible, and that gives a stronger 
coloring to the Book than the 
influence of the national or ethnic 
culture in which it was produced. 
The literary forms of the Bible 
are varied. Its truth is expressed 
in genealogies, essays, poetry, love- 


songs, hymns, short stories, phi-- 


losophy, ethics, theology, debate, 
and ritual. There is no uniformity 
of mode of expression, for that 
varies with the individual author. 
From the first chapters to the 
last, however, there is one ob- 
jective for the Book, the dis- 
closure of God to -man. One 
major theme, the program of that 
revelation, sometimes clearly dis- 
cernable, sometimes concealed be- 
neath a mass of apparently un- 
related material, pervades the 
whole volume, There is one ‘per- 


sistent clue to its meaning, the. 


constantly recurring though some- 
times shadowy figure of the 


Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ,. 


whose appearing is fareshadowed 
in the Old Testament and fulfilled 
in the New Testament. In Him the 
Bible finds its true unity. 


A small ‘boy was once given 
a picture puzzle by his father, 
who hoped that it would enter- 
tain him for an hour or so. In a 
few minutes the little fellow ap- 
peared with the puzzle put to- 
gether properly. His father was 
astonished that he had been able 
to solve the puzzle so ~-quickly, 
and asked him how he did it. 
He replied that he had found the 
picture of a man on one side, and 
that with the aid of the portrait 
he had pieced together the puzzle. 
Stamped indelibly on the Scripture 
of God is the imprint of a coming 
Man, the Messiah. As the theme 
of the Bible unfolds the outline 
of the prophesied Man becomes 
increasingly plainer until - He 
stands revealed in the words of 
the New Testament. The unity of 
the Bible in Christ is a testi- 
mony to its divine origin. 


The Message 
Centered around this Person is 
the message of the Book. Only 
this Bible speaks of the love of 


God for man. No other piece of / 


ancient religious literature con- 
tains anything like John 3:16: 


“For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” 


Other books may speak of man’s 


failure or depravity or degrada- 


tion, but only the Bible states that 
God has provided a means of lift- 
ing man to a new purity and to 
a new life. 
theology and philosophy have been 
ingeniously invented and ably de- 
fended, but only the Bible promis- 
es the impartation of such new 


(Continued on page 11) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Eleven 


The Penitent Thief 


(Continued from page 1) 


Christians here this morning would 
only consecrate themselves to the 
work of Christ, they might be the 
means of converting as many as 
that before the week is out. — 
_Now let us look at Christ hang- 
ing on His cross between two 
thieves; the seribes and Pharisees 
wagging their heads and jeering 
at Him, His disciples gone away, 
and only His mother and one 
or two other women in sight to 
cheer Him with their presence 
among all this crowd of enemies. 
Hear those spiteful Pharisees call- 


ing out to Him, ‘If Thou be the. 
‘Son of God come down from the 


cross, and we will believe Thee.’ 
And the account says, the two 
thieves “cast the same _ in his 
teeth.” 

So, then, the first thing that 
we know of our man is that he is 
a reviler of Christ. You would 


think he ought to be doing some-. 


thing else at such a time as that; 
but hanging there in the midst 
of his tortures, and certain to be 
dead in a few hours, instead of 
confessing his sins and preparing 
to meet the God whose law he had 
broken all his life, he is abusing 
God’s only Son. Surely this man 
cannot sink any lower, until he 
sinks into Hell! 


The Sinner Convicted 


The next thing we hear of him 


he appears to be under convic-| 


tion. Nobody is ever converted 
till he is convicted. In Luke 23: 
39-42 we read: “And one of the 
malefactors. which were hanged 
railed on him, saying, If thou be 


Christ, save -thyself and us. 
But the other answering re- 
buked him, saying, Dost not 


thou fear God, seeing thou art in 
the same condemnation?..And we 
indeed justly; for we receive .the 
due reward of our deeds: but this 


man hath done nothing amiss,” 
Now what do you suppose it 
was that made this great change 
in this man’s feelings in these 
few hours? Christ hadn’t preached 
him a-sermon; had given him no 
exhortation. The darkness had not 
yet come on; the earth had not 
opened its mouth; the business of 
death was going on as usual; the 
crowd was still there, mocking 
and hissing, and wagging their 
heads; yet this man, who in the 
morning was railing at Christ, is 
now confessing his sins. “We in- 
deed justly.” No miracle had been 
wrought before his eyes. The Son 
of God had not come down from 
the cross. No angel from Heaven 
had come to place a glittering 
crown upon His head, instead of 


the bloody crown of thorns. What 


was it, then, that made such a 
change in him? I will tell you 
what I think it was. I think it 
was the Saviour’s prayer—‘“Fath- 
er, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do.” 


I seem to hear the thief talk- 
ing with himself in this way: 

“What a strange kind of man 
this must be! He says He is king 
of the Jews; and the superscrip- 
tion on His cross says the same 
thing. But what sort of a throne 
is this! He says He is the Son 
of God. Why. does not God send 
down His angels, and destroy all 
this great crowd of people who 
are torturing His Son? If He has 
all power now,%as He used to 
have when He worked those mira- 
cles they talked about, why does 
He not bring out His vengeance 
and sweep all these wretches into 
destruction? I would do it in a 
minute if I had the power. O! if 
I could, I would open the earth 
and swallow up these tormentors! 
But this Man prays to God to 
‘forgive them.’ Strange! Strange! 


He must be so different from the 
rest of us. I amr sorry I said one 
word against Him when they first 


Thung us up here. 


“What a difference there is be- 
tween Him and me! Here we are 
hanging on two crosses, side by 
side; but all the rest of our lives 
we have been far apart. I have 


He has been feeding the hungry, 
healing the sick, and raising the 
dead. Now these people are rail- 
ing at us both. What a strange 
world this is! I will not rail at 


to believe He must be the Son 
of God; for surely no man could 
forgive His enemies like that.” 


This is what did it, my friends. 
This poor man had been scourged 
and beaten and nailed to the 
cross, and hung up there for the 
world to gaze upon; and he was 
not sorry for his sins one single 
bit—did not feel the least con- 
viction on aceount of all that 
misery. But when he heard the 
Saviour praying for His murder- 
ers, that broke his heart. 


I remember having heard a 
story, somewhere, of a bad boy 
who had run away from home. 
He had given his father no end 
of trouble. He had refused all the 
invitations which his father had 
sent him to come home and be 
forgiven, and help to comfort his 
old heart. He had even gone so 
far as to scoff at his father and 
mother. But one day a letter came 
telling him his father was dead, 
and they wanted him -to come 
home and attend the funeral. 
At first he determined he would 
not go, but then he thought it 
would be a shame not to pay some 
little respect to the memory of 
so good a man after he was dead; 
and so, just as a matter of form, 
he took the train, and went to the 
old home, sat through all the 
funeral services, saw his father 
buried, and came back with the 


rest of the friends to the house, 
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Religious education directors, deconesses, 
- seminary students, Christian college in- 
structors, etc. can get the same low rates 
as ministers on health, hospital, accident 
and life insurance. No salesmen will call. 
_ Write for free bulletin. Since 1900. 


INISTERS LIFE & CASUALTY UNION 
128 Minister's Lite Bidg. © Minneapolis 16, Minn. 


HANDY MAN WANTED—for work al! 
year at a large Bible Conference grounds 
in New York State. Job offers a good home 
and immediate opportunity for ice, In- 
terested. especially in a pensioner or re 
tired man, with good health. Work includes 
furniture repair, painting, carpentry, 
cleaning, odd jobs, plumbing, electrical re- 
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on references. Box No. 1. c/o 
SWORD OF THE LORD, Wheaton, Il. 


“JESUS SAVES” Pins 
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TO CURB TELEVISION 
ADS FOR BEER-WINE 


NEW YORK — Television ad- 
vertising for beer and wine may 
be toned down or even prohibited, 
as whiskey and other hard liquor 
ads already are. 

‘The Commerce Committee of the 
House of Representatives has 
formally censured beer-drinking 


scenes as “not in good taste” and 
has suggested that beer and wine 


industries cancel all TV advertis- 


ing. The committee also called} 


upon all broadcasters to report by 
January 1 on what they have done 
to dry up the drinking scenes. 


It is believed that the strong 
drive of religious and moral forces 
on the Congress for restrictive 
legislation covering liquor TV ad- 
vertising has thrown a scare not 
only into the politicians but into 
the industry. 


RESTAURANT FEATURES 
“CHRISTIAN ATMOSPHERE” 
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (RNS) — 
new restaurant here which wh, 
tures “a Christian atmosphere” 


land five-cent coffee may lead 


casual Springfield diners-out. to- 
ward a more Christian life. 


That, at least, is the hope of a 
nonprofit organization, headed by 
three Protestant ministers, that 
recently opened the Celestial Grill 
in downtown Springfield. Their cor- 
poration is not connected with any 
local congregation. They are buy- 


(Continued on page 12) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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been robbing and murdering, and: 


Him any more. Indeed, I begin]: 


Help us distribute 


CHRISTMAS SEALS 
That Honor Christ! 


Details concerning “ze Plan mailed upon 
request! Write 


FRED MAC "ARTHUR 
Paterson, 'N. J. 


In color with art work 
and appropriate scrip- 
ture. Enclose @ gospel 
message with your 


Christos cards. 


Want To Help—The Need? 
For Tape Recorder, Typewriter, Flannel 
Aid material, slides, records, sound, clean 
books, Bibles, Testaments, and Gospels for 
our expansion program in missions, camps, 
Bible schools and shut-in ministry. 

Crusade for Christ Tract Campaign 
E. F. Roberts, We Ata 


125 Hunnicutt St., N. Atlanta, Ga. 


SCOFIELD BIBLES 
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A | and descriptions. Thumb Index and Gold 
Stamping optional. We have a_ large 
stock .and each order receives individual] 
attention, 
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13 Main saa New York 


NEW PORTABLE “TYPEWRITER AS 
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Is the Bible the Word of God? 


(Continued from page 10) 


vitality that it is like life from 
the dead. In the quality and scope 
of its promises the Bible is ab- 
solutely unparaHeled. 


Effects 


Anybody can make promises, 
but not everybody can fulfill them. 
Glittering phrases and _ specious 
promises are not enough; men 


with his heart as cold and stony 
as ever. 


But when the old man’s will 
was brought out to be read, the 
ungrateful son found that his 
father had remembered him a- 
long with all the rest of the 
family in the-will, and had left 
him an inheritance with the others 
who had not gone astray. This 
broke his heart. It was too much 
for him that his old father, during 
all those years in which he had 
been. so wicked and rebellious, 
had never ceased to love him. 


That is just the way our Father 
in Heaven does with us. That is 
just the way Jesus does with 
people who refuse to give their 
hearts to Him. He loves them in 
spite of their sins; and it is this 
love which, more than any thing 
else, brings hardhearted sinners 
to their knees. 


He Confessed His Sinfulness 


Now this man confessed his 
sins. A man may be very sorry 
for his sins; but, if he doesn’t 
confess them, he has no promise 
of being forgiven. Hear him: ‘We 
are suffering justly.’ 

I never knew any man to be 
converted till he confessed. Cain 
felt bad enough over his sins, 
but he didn’t confess. Saul was 
greatly tormented in his mind, but 
he went to the witch of Endor 
rather than to the Lord. Judas 
felt so bad over the betrayal of 
his Master that he went out and 
hanged himself; but he did not 
confess, that is, he did: not con- 
fess to God. True, he went and 
confessed to the priests, saying, 
“T have sinned in that I have 


| betrayed the innocent blood.” But 
4it was of no use to confess to 


them. They couldn’t forgive him. 


i What he should have done was 


to confess to God; but instead of 
that, ‘he went right away and 
hanged himself. How different 
is the case with this man! He 
confesses his sins, and Christ has 
mercy on him at once. 


There is no hope of a man being 
saved until he admits himself to 
be a sinner and confesses that 
he deserves to be punished. There 
is no hope for the man who folds 
his arms and says, “I don’t think 
God will punish sin; I am going 
to take the risk.’ God never for- 
gives a man unless he confesses 
his sins. 


He Believed in Christ, 
Trusted Him 


The next step is faith. 

We have heard a great deal 
about the faith of Abraham, yet 
God had him in training § for 
twenty-five years. There was 
Moses, who was a very faithful 
man; but God had him eighty 
years in His School. Elijah was a 
man of faith, but just see what 
good reason he had for his faith; 
how God took care of him and 
fed him in time of famine. But 
here was a man who perhaps 
never saw a miracle; a man who 
had spent his life among crimi- 
nals and blasphemers; whose 
friends were thieves and outlaws; 
who was dying in agony in the 
midst of a crowd of people who 
were reviling and rejecting the 
Son of God. Nailed to the cross, 
racked with pain in every nerve, 
overwhelmed with horror, his 
wicked soul in a perfect tempest 
of passion, this poor wretch 
manages to lay hold upon Christ 
and trust Him for a swift salva- 
tion. The faith of this thief, how 
it flashes out amid the darkness 
on Mount Calvary! It is the most 
astounding thing in the Bible) 


He Confessed Christ as His 
‘ Own Lord 


“This man hath done nothing 
amiss.” Thank God for such a 
faith! How his heart goes out to 
the Son of God! How glad he 
would be to fall on his knees 
at the foot of that cross and 
pour out his prayer to Him who 


: 


want to know whether the mes- 
Sage of the Book will really pro- 
duce what it offers. In plain 
words, does it work? 


History provides a convincing 
demonsration of the effects of the: 
power in the Word of God. In 1787 
a British ship sailed from Eng- 
land to the South Sea islands 
under the command of Captain 
Bligh, who was engaged in bo- 
tanical research. After ten months 
of voyaging the vessel reached 
its destination, and the captain 
took on a cargo of plants and 
other goods which he hoped to 
take back to England. Because of 
his selfishness and brutality the 
men finally mutinied, and set him 
and some others adrift in a small 
boat, while they took possession 
of the ship. After incredible hard- 
ships Captain Bligh made his way 
back to England. The mutineers 
sailed again for the islands where 
they had been staying. Some of 
them married native wives and 
settled there; a few others took 
the ship to an. uncharted island 
where they scuttled it, and es- 
tablished a colony. For a while 
they prospered; but one or two of 
them discovered how to make 
alcohol from native plants. Drunk- 
eness, debauchery and _ violence 
brought about the deaths of all 
of them until only one, Alexander 
Smith, survived. 


One day, as Smith was rum- 
maging in the belongings of one 
of his dead companions, he found 
a Bible. He began to read it, and 
its message gripped his heart. He 
repented of his sins, turned to 
Christ and began to teach the 
content of the Bible to the wo- 
men and children whom he gath- 
ered around him. The colony was 
organized on the basis of the 
ethics which he found in the 
Bible, and it began to prosper 
once again. 


Twenty years later the captain 
of a British vessel, cruising in the 
South Seas, came upon an is- 
land not previously known to 
exist. As he approached it, he was 
astounded to be greeted by in- 
habitants who paddled out to his 
vessel in canoes, and who hailed- 
him in English. Instead of finding 
a depraved group of second gen- 
eration mutineers, he was welcom- 
ed by a courteous group of people 
who lived in a _ society morally 
better than his own. Despite their 
bad antecedents, crime, drunken- 
ess, disease and illiteracy were 
unknown among them. How did 
it happen that in twenty years the 
descendants of rough, lawless, 
drunken mutineers created a 
colony of upright, honest people? 
Such a thing would be impossible 
had not the power of bn oe 
of God changed their lives. 
this. day the inhabitants’ of fi 
cairn Island, the descendants of 
the mutineers, are still noted for 
their sobriety and for their godli- 
ness. 


There is only one Book that 
can do what this Book does. It 
pierces the hardest armor of self- 
satisfaction—and of obstinacy. It 
sets standards of righteousness 
that no man could invent by his 
own ingenuity. It declares a way 
of salvation so simple, so complete 
and so effective that the obedient 
believer finds assurance and confi- 
dence when he puts his faith in 
Christ. Its precepts are an unfail- 
ing guide for welfare in this world 
and its promises give hope for the 
life beyond. Acceptance of its 
truth may be costly, but rejec- 
tion of its truth is disastrous. 
Believe its promises, receive its 
Christ into your life, and you will 
know the salvation of which its 
pages speak. 
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is hanging on it! But this he 


cannot do. His hands and feet 
are nailed fast to the wood, but 
they cannot nail his eyes nor 
his heart. He can at least turn his 
head to look upon the Son of 
God, and his breaking heart can 
go out in love to the One who is 
dying beside him—dying for him, 
and dying for you and me, 

Then he goes on to pray, “Lord, 
remember me when thou comest 


(Continued on page 12) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, November 19. 1%54 


The Penitent Thief 


(Continued from page 11) 


into thy kingdom.” Here is a con- 
fession of Christ. He calls Him 
“Lord.” A queer Lord; nails 
through His hands and feet, fas- 
tening Him to the cross! What a 
strange kind of throne! No scep- 
ter in His hand, no crown upon 
His head; the blood trickling down 
over His face. But He was all the 
more “Lord” because of all this. 


Sinner, call Him “Lord”  to- 
night; take your place as a poor 
condemned rebel, and cry out, 


“Lord, remember me!” That«was- 
n't a very long prayer, but you 
see it was a prevailing one, Three 
words: a chain of three golden 
links binding a poor sinner and 
his. Lord together. 

Some people think they must 
have a form of prayer, a prayer- 
book, perhaps, if they are going 
to address the throne of grace 
properly; but what could that poor 
fellow do with a prayer-book up 
there, hanging on the cross, with 
both hands nailed fast! Suppose 
it had been necessary for some 
priest or minister to pray for him, 
what could he do? There is no- 
body there to pray for him, and 
vet he is going to die in a few 
hours. He is out of reach of help 
from man, but God has laid help 
upon One who is mighty and that 
(ne is close at hand, 


“Lord, remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom.” 

Where was the kingdom of this 
King? Where were His subjects? 
The soldiers were there to torture 
Him and killed Him. The people 
that stayed by wagged their heads 
and railed at Him. When He called 
for water they gave Him gall; 
when He writhed in agony they 
mocked Him; but He was nonthe- 
less King for all that. The faith 
of the poor thief went beyond 
that awful scene, and looked in- 
to the world to come. 


He Was Forgiven, Saved 

Now look at the answer te his 
prayer. He got more than he 
asked, just as every one does who 
‘asks in faith. He only prayed to 
be “remembered” when Christ 
should come into His kingdom; 


but Jesus answers, ‘I will take 
you right up with me into my 
kingdom’: “To day shalt thou be 
with me in paradise.” That must 
have been a heavenly kingdom, 
for surely there seemed to be 
small chance of a kingdom on 
earth. 


Christ. says: ‘Whosoever shall 
confess me before men, him will 
I confess before My Father 
which is in heaven.’ He looks 
kindly upon the thief and says, 
“Today shalt thou be with me 
in paradise.” 

And now the darkness 
upon the earth; the sun hides 
itself; but, worse than all, the 
Father hides His face from the 
Son. What else is the meaning 
of that bitter cry, ‘My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 
Ah! It had been written, ‘Cursed 
is every one that hangeth on a 
tree.” Jesus is made a curse for 
us. God cannot look upon sin: and 
now His own Son is bearing, in 
His own body, the sins of all the 
world; and so God cannot look 
upon Him. 

I think that is what was heavi- 
est upon the Saviour’s heart, 
away there in the garden, when 
He prayed, “If it be possible, let 
this cup pass from me.” He could 
bear the unfaithfulness of His 
friends, the spite of His enemies, 
the pain of His crucifixion, and 
the shadow of death, He could 
bear all these; but when it came 
to the hiding of His Father’s face, 
that seemed almost too much for 
even the Son of God to bear. But 
even this He endured for our 
sins; and now the face of God 
is turned back to us, whose sins 
had turned it away, and looking 
upon Jesus, the sinless One, He 
sees our souls in Him. 


In the midst of all His agony, 
how sweet it must have been to 
Christ to hear that poor thief 
confessing Him! He likes to have 
men confess Him. 


Don’t you remember His ask- 
ing Peter, ‘Whom do men say 
that I am?’ and when Peter an- 
swered, ‘Some people say you are 
Moses, some people say you are 
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Elias,,; and some people say you 
are one of the old prophets,’ He 
asks again, ‘But, Peter, whom do 
you say I am?’ And when Peter 
says, ‘Thou art the Son of God,’ 
Jesus blesses him for that con- 
fession. 


And now this thief confesses 
Him—confesses Him in the dark- 
ness. Perhaps it is so dark he 
cannot see Him any longer; but 
he feeis that He i§ there beside 
him. Christ wants us to confess 
Him in the dark as well as in the 
light; when it is hard as well as 
when it is easy. For He was not 
ashamed of us, but bore our sins 
and carried our sorrows, even un- 
to death. 


The last that this unbelieving 
world ever saw of Christ, He was 
on the cross; it was only to those 
who believed on Him that He 
revealed Himself after His res- 
surrection. The last business of 
His life was to save this poor 
penitent thief. That was a part 
of the glory of His death. 


No doubt Satan was saying to 
himself, “I shall have the soul of 
that thief pretty soon down here 
in the caverns of the lost; he 
belongs to me; he has belonged 
to me all these years.” But in his 
last hours the poor wretch cries 
out to the Lord, and Jesus snaps 
the fetters that have bound his 
soul, and sets him at liberty. The 
Lion of the tribe of Judah seizes 
the prey from the jaws of the 
lion of Hell. - 


Saved Without Sacrament, 
Without Baptism 


I have known people who had 
sick relatives, and because they 
couldn’t get a minister to come 
to the house and administer the 
sacrament they were greatly dis- 
tressed and troubled. But this man 
never took the sacrament. I know 
of some others who were greatly 
exercised because little children 
were dying unbaptized—have seen 
them carry them through the 
streets because the pastor could- 
n’t come. I am not saying any- 
thing against the ordinance’ by 
which we commemorate the death 
of our Saviour. God forbid! but 
let me say it is not necessary -to 
salvation. I might die and be lost 
before I could get to the Lord’s 
Supper; but if I get to the Lord 
I shall be saved. Thank God, 
salvation is within my reach! All 
I have to do is to reach out my 
hand and take it. 


The poor thief had _ certainly 
never been baptized. If he wanted 
to. be, they wouldn’t have permit- 
ted it. If all the congregations in 
Chicago had been. there, there 
would have been no one to help 
him, We wouldn’t admit such: a 
man.to the Lord’s table. But the 
good Lord took him right to His 
bosom. 


If we are saved, let us go to 
the Lord’s table, confess Him, fol- 
low Him, and obey Him—do what 
He bids; but let us keep salva- 
tion in its place. It is distinct 
and separate from everything else. 
If a man wants to be saved he 
can be saved without leaving this 
hall, without lifting an eye or a 
hand. 


If the thief had lived fifty years 
he could not have done better 
service for Christ than he did. 
Why not make the prayer of the 
thief? You can make it—saint and 
sinner. If you make it from your 
hearts God will answer tonight. 
You won't have to wait until you 
get home. We have communication 
from this Tabernacle with the 
throne of God, and our prayers 
can go up and be answered before 
the meeting is over. Suppose we 
make the supplication now, “Lord 
—remember—me!’*" Who cannot 
say that? And who cannot say it 
from the heart? It is just that 
short prayer which will bring 
blessing. 

That is what I call sudden con- 


| version—men calling on God for 


salvation and getting it. You cer- 
tainly won’t get it unless you call 
for it—unless you take it when 
He offers it to you. If you want 
Him to remember you—to save 
you—call upon Him. 

The cross of Christ divides this 
congregation. There are only two 
sides—those for Christ, and those 
against Him. Think of the two 
thieves; one went down to death 
cursing God, and the other went 
to Glory. 

What a contrast! In the morn- 
ing he is led .out, a condemned 
criminal; in the evening he is 
saved from his sins. In the morn- 
ing he is cursing; in the evening 


he is singing hallelujahs with a 
choir of angels. In the morning 
he is condemned by men as not 
fit to live on earth; in the even- 
ing he is reckoned good enough 
for Heaven. Christ was not a- 
shamed to walk arm-in-arm with 
him down the golden pavements 
of the Eternal City. 


He had heard the Saviour’s cry, 
“Tt is finished”! He had seen the 
spear thrust into His side. Jesus 
had died before his very eyes, and 
hastened before him to get a place 
ready for this first soul brought 
from the world He had just re- 
deemed. 

You have heard of the child 
who did not like to die and go to 
Heaven because he didn’t know 
anybody there. But the thief had 
one acquaintance: even the Master 
of the place. I can hear the Lord 
calling, “Gabriel, prepare a char- 
iot; make haste: there is a friend 
of mine hanging upon that cross. 
They are breaking his legs. ‘He 
soon will be ready to come. Make 
haste and bring him to Me.” And 
the angel in the chariot sweeps 
down the sky, takes up the soul 
of the poor penitent thief, and 
hastens back again to Glory; while 
the gates of the City swing wide 
open, and the angels shout their 
welcome to this poor sinner “‘wash- 
ed in the blood of the Lamb.” 

And that, my friends, is just 
what Christ wants to do for 
every sinner here. That is the 
business on which He. came down 
from Heaven. That is why He 
died: and if He gives such great 
and swift salvation to the poor 
thief on the cross, surely He will 
give you the sage if, like the 
penitent thief, you will repent, and 
confess and trust in the Saviour. 


You May Have Missed More 
Chances Than the Poor 
Thief 

Somebody says that this man 
“was saved at the eleventh hour’; 
I don’t know about that. It 
might have been the first hour 
with him. Perhaps he never knew 
about Christ until he was led out 
to die beside Him. This may have 
been the very first time he ever 
had a chancé to know the Son 
of God. 


How many of -you gave your 
hearts to Christ the very first 
time He asked them of you? Are 
you not farther along in the day 
than even that poor thief? 


A little while ago in one of 
the mining districts of England 
a young man attended one of our 
meetings and refused to go from 
the place until he had found peace 
in the Saviour. The next day he 
went down into the pit and the 
coal fell in upon him; .and when 
they took him out he was broken 
and mangled, and had only two or 
three minutes of life left in him. 
His friends gathered about him, 
saw his lips moving, and, bending 
down their ears to catch his words, 
this was what they heard him say: 

“It was a good thing I settled 
it last night.” 


Settle it now, my friends, once 
for all. Begin now to confess your 
sins, and trust the Lord now to 
Save you and to remember you 
when He cometh into His king- 
dom. 


Your Decision for Christ 


You have read the tender dis- 
cussion of instantaneous conver- 
sion of the dying thief by D. L. 
Moody as preached in Chicago 
many years ago. Surely someone 
reads this who has never been 
converted, who has never been 
certain that his sins were for- 
given. Will you turn to Christ to- 
day and trust Him once and for- 
ever as your own Saviour? The 
editor now begs you to confess“ 
yourself a sinner, to-call on Christ 
for mercy, to trust Him § this 
moment as your Saviour. If you 
will turn to Christ today and be 
saved, please sign the statement 
below, copy it in a letter and mail 
to me. How glad I will be! I will 
send you a letter of encourage- 
ment and help. Do it today! 


Evangelist John R. Rice 
Editor, THE Sworp or THE LorD 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 


I have read D. L. Moody’s ser- 
mon on “The Penitent Thief.” I 
confess that in God’s sight I, too, 
am a sinner. I need forgiveness 
and a new heart. I believe that 
Christ died for me and wants to 
save me. So, this moment, I call 
on Christ in my heart. This mo- 


News Notes 


(Continued from page 11) 
ing the building in whieh the grill 


is housed and plan eventually to set 
up an adjoining mission, with food~ ~ 


service and some type of living 


quarters in the apartments above,” — 


Although no attempt is made to 
evangelize the diners, a large pic- 
ture of Christ hangs over the 
grill’s main service counter, 
Plaques with biblical quotations 
are displayed about the _ walls, 
tracts are on the tables, and the 
jukebox plays only religious re- 
cordings. Staff members are al- 


ways ready to discuss religion with © 


any patron who asks for it. 


Community reaction has been 
mostly favorable, with several cus- 
tomers confiding that they came 
to the Celestial Grill because they 
felt the need for spiritual consola- 
tion. 


The Power of Little 
Things 

“Little is much when God is in 
it.” Some of the greatest things in 
the world are the result of small 
beginnings. Some of the largest 
missionary societies were begun 
by prayer meetings beside a hay- 
stack. Some of earth’s choicest 
saints were won by a kind word or 
a simple smile. ‘‘Who hath despised 
the day of small things?” 


Many are discouraged from do- 
ing anything, because they think 
their store is feeble and small, or 
from going to the Lord because 
their treasury contains but a few 
copper pennies. 

The Indian Witness tells the,fol- 
lowing: “‘Early in 1819, while wait- 
ing to see a patient, a young phy- 
sician in New York . took up a 
tract on missions, which lay in the 
room where he’ sat. On reaching 
home he spoke to his wife of the 
question that had arisen in his 
mind. As a result they set out for 
India as foreign missionaries. For 
thirty years the wife, and for 
thirty-six years the husband, la- 
bored among the heathen, and 
then went to be with their Lord: 

Apart from what they did di- 
rectly as missionaries, they left be- 


hind them seven sons and two — 


daughters. Each of these - sons 


married and with their wives and | 
both sisters; gave themselves to © 


the same mission work. 

“Already have several grandchil- 
dren of the first missionary be- 
come missionaries to India. And at 
least thirty of that family—the 
Scudders—have given 529 years to 
India missions. The result of a 
tract that someone had laid on the 
table in a doctor’s office.” 

The son of one of the chiefs of 
Burdwain was handed a tract one 
day, but he could not read. He 
started out and travelled a dis- 
tance of 250 miles and found a 
missionary’s wife who taught him 
to read, and led him to Christ. 

He took a basketful/of tracts and 


despite much difficulty preached. 


the Gospel at his home, and was 
the means of\ converting in one 
year 1,500 natives who became 
members of the church in Arrecan. 
And this through one tract in the 
hands of a. ‘man who was earnest. 
} 


IF 


lf | am afraid to speak the truth, 
lest | lose affection, or lest the one 
concerned should. say, “You do not 
understand,”’ or because | fear to lose 
my reputation for kindness; if | put my 
own good name before the other's high-_ 
est good, then | know nothing of 
Calvary love. —Amy Carmichael 


ment I trust Him to forgive and 
Save me. I give Him my heart 
forever. I will openly confess Him 
as my Saviour and try to live 
for Him. I write this to take my 
stand for Christ. 


Signed | i 
Address — = | 
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